May 12, 2008
    Business is progressing at the capitol as we have two weeks left in the regular session.  I still have four pieces of legislation that I am trying to pass.  One has moved into the next stage for a possible hearing on the floor, but the other three have yet to be scheduled by the House leadership at the time I wrote this column.  Many authors are scrambling to get language rewritten that will have the chance to receive enough votes for passage.  

     One issue we did get passed two weeks ago was recognizing Meningitis Awareness Day and the effects of the disease.  Amanda Moran of Apache presented information to legislators on the subject and did a fantastic job of informing the public and press about awareness and prevention.

     It was great to be around home this weekend as that is was non-stop with activities.  Elgin had a very busy weekend with their Relay for Life and Crawds 'n Rods, their annual fire department fundraiser.  I had the chance to attend both events and the support was excellent.  The fire department estimated over 10,000 people in attendance for the day.  Sterling had their Miss Tiger pageant and Apache had their annual roping.  I didn't get to make everything due to overlapping events, but I heard all did well.  I'm also looking forward to all the high school graduations that will be coming up and best wishes to all the grads in their future endeavors!

     I also want to wish three good friends best of luck as they move on to new opportunities in their lives.  My minister, Dan Fletcher, is taking a position with another church in Duncan and I want to wish him and his wife Juanita the best.  Jay Zehr is moving closer to home and will be leaving his superintendent position in Sterling after the school year.  Finally, Tom Cosgrove is retiring as the high school principal in Marlow, but will be pursuing a new position in public service and I wish him the best of luck!

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

 
