May 5, 2009
    I had a huge honor bestowed upon me at the State Capitol this week as my House Democrat colleagues selected me to serve as our candidate for Speaker Pro Tempore for the 2010 election cycle.  What this means is that should the Democrats win back the majority in the House of Representatives next year, I will serve as the second highest position in our State House.  This is not an unfamiliar position for our area as two of my predecessors, Reps. Spencer Bernard and Jim Glover, also held this position.  If the Democrats do not win back the majority, I will still be in a key position to negotiate with the Republicans on policy and also work with our newly-elected governor.  Other positions which were elected were to place Scott Inman of Del City in nomination for Speaker of the House; Jerry McPeak of Warner will serve as Democratic Caucus Chair and Wallace Collins of Norman in the role of Democratic Caucus Vice-Chair.  I look forward to working with each of these Representatives in our positions starting after the next election in November of 2010.  I am also very grateful for the trust that has been shown by my colleagues and hope to have many opportunities to provide input for Southwest Oklahoma and House District 65.

     We are also working on several pieces of compromise language for bills since we are at the end of session.  I have been working with the National Rifle Association to ensure our trespass laws are strengthened in a fair manner here in Oklahoma , but also provide for opportunities for defense should a person mistakenly enter another person’s land.  The NRA and Farm Bureau have been working on compromise language for several months, so I hope we will see a change that will be fair to all concerned.  I have also been working with various groups on policies regarding the stem cell language which was vetoed by Governor Henry.  I think we are close to having language that will meet the goals of most of the people involved with this issue and find suitable policy for Oklahoma .  I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to work on these policies with all the work on my own bills finally concluded for this session.  We have the intention of adjourning on May 22nd, so I’m hoping we will have all our agreements in place in regards to a budget at this point.
     I had an outstanding page work for me this last week.  Doug Fletcher, a student from Cyril, served the House of Representatives this past week and did a great job.  I attended his mock legislature and helped him write amendments and showed him the process for debate.  He is an officer for their FFA chapter and it is easy to see the quality of education these students receive.  Doug has a great future ahead of him and we have continued discussions on political issues and I hope he and the others students who have paged for me keep up their interest in government.
     Last week was the state convention for Oklahoma FFA.  I had the pleasure of attending the donor luncheon, as that I am a sponsor for their state secretary award.  I also attended the legislative dinner where Representatives and Senators have an opportunity to visit with a local officer and chapter advisor.  I had the chance to see Jerry Renshaw and Lauren Sheive at this dinner and greatly enjoyed the visit, and I also enjoyed having the Cyril FFA stop by and watch us during session.  
     Another opportunity I had was the chance to be the speaker for the Law Day luncheon for Comanche County on Friday.  It was a great honor to visit with the members of law enforcement present and discuss legislation we have passed to aid them in their fight against crime.  I also visited with 4th and 5th graders from Rush Springs about the legislative process and attended a meeting of the Grady County School Superintendents and also to meet with some of my high school classmates to plan our 20th reunion in August around the Watermelon Festival.
     Graduation is soon to arrive and I want to start by congratulating some of the local students and interns who have worked for me through the years.  Amanda Moran of Apache and Jessica England of Elgin will both be graduation from the University of Central Oklahoma this weekend.  One of my former interns, Faith Bates, will be graduating from the University of Oklahoma next weekend.  Best wishes to all these college students as they embark on the next stage of their lives.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
 
