Open Door Policy; May 3, 2006

We are in the last month of the regular legislative session and this week was a very slow week due to conference committees being organized and discussing ideas for legislation.  This stage of the process is a frustrating time due to the smaller committees and no set schedule for meetings.  At this point in the process, you have to rely on information from the authors of the bills to determine what changes will occur to the legislation.

     There are approximately 750 bills left alive in the legislative process to this point.  Most of these bills are appropriations bill that will send dollars to specific agencies for use over the next year.  There are other bills left alive that have substantive language, but those can change at any point to include ideas that might not have been passed earlier.  One example of this would be the language to create a prison ministry task force for prisoners about to be released from custody.  This will likely be rolled in to a Senate bill for further discussion.

     The mood has been very tense at the Capitol.  It was covered in the metro news that there was a fight in the House between two urban members, but it wasn't nearly that dramatic.  Several of the members have been doing and saying things that have been taken offensively by others.  Two urban members made comments this past week that I didn't like, but I hope they have changed their positions since many of us approached them about thinking before they speak.  

     This past week did have some high points though due to the State FFA convention occurring in OKC.  It was good to see friends from back home visit with their blue jackets.  One of the special treats we have in the House of Representatives is the performance by the FFA Choir here in the chambers.  It’s a pleasure to hear these students perform.  There are also several opportunities for legislators to visit with the students when they tour the capitol with their instructors or when we have the chance to attend their closing session.  Organizations such as this are important to support because they are turning out our future leaders for our great state. 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.
