March 17, 2009
     I hope everyone had a happy St. Patrick's Day!  We had a very light workload at the Capitol as it was the first week of reviewing Senate bills in the House and for House bills to be considered in the Senate.  It was Outdoor Sportsmen's Heritage Day on Monday also and we had various groups promoting hunting and fishing in Oklahoma.  I also had ladies from the Caddo County Farm Bureau drop by with homemade bread on Tuesday and we had the Washita Valley Leadership Class 15 visit.  

     I was recovering from the stomach flu which has been going around, so it was a weekend where I was trying to avoid giving the illness to others.  I had to miss some of our local schools play in the state basketball tournament, but congratulations on making it to the top tournament.  Congratulations also go to OU and OSU for making the NCAA tournament.  Even though I was still sick, one thing there was no chance I would miss was the wedding of Gene and Tara Chase, so congratulations and best wishes to them!

     For the first two days of this week, we considered resolutions on the floor and started committee work. Last week, was a different story with almost 200 bills being heard.  I had Torrie Abramo from Amber serve as a page.  She was able to participate in the mock legislature and saw quite a bit of debate on the floor.  I had my one bill pass unanimously over to the Senate.  This dealt with fire hydrant maintenance and we amended the bill to have them checked every three years instead of annually.

     Last week was a rough week for the legislators as we saw the deadline for passing bills out of the house of origin with those 200 bills I mentioned.  We worked from 9 a.m. each morning until after 11 p.m. some nights.  I had several opposition debates which made radio and TV in regards to programs that were pushed by the insurance industry.  One bill would have restricted the legislature's ability to pass mandated coverage on illnesses or conditions without a costly actuarial analysis that would have to be paid for by the person requesting the bill.  This breaks over 100 years of policy of legislators filing bills and sets a bad precedent for future legislation.  

     I will try to keep you updated on some of the Senate bills that will come forth over the next few weeks.  One that has received much press is SB 834, which eliminates many of the past legislative mandates and programs, such as class sizes and testing.  I agree with some of the intent of this bill, but I believe it goes way too far in reducing oversight. We've seen how well deregulation of banks has worked and I do not think we need to go down that path with our schools.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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