March 17, 2008
 It was a very long week at the Capitol as many have said we earned our keep during that part of session.  The legislative session went until midnight on Wednesday and 9 p.m. on Thursday and we considered over 200 bills over the four day period.  I had three of my bills make it through the process and will now see action by the Senate.  I was also honored to have Staff Sergeant Paul Sessums of Geronimo serve as the Veteran of the Week for the House of Representatives and deliver the flag salute.  Paul lives in Rep. Armes district, but serves in mine at Fort Sill and is a combat veteran of Iraq .  It was even more special for me since Paul is my nephew and one of three nephews that I have through marriage that are serving in the U.S. Army.

     There were several controversial issues that we saw during debate, but three stood out more than others.  Each of these bills passed the process and will go to the Senate.  They are receiving many calls in regards to both sides and it will be interesting to see where they go from here.

     The first was legislation dealing with the ability to carry firearms on college campuses.  This bill was amended down from the original language to now restrict this access to only persons with a concealed carry license who also fulfill one of three other categories.  They have to 1) be an honorably discharged veteran, 2) be active-duty military or 3) have CLEET licensing for law enforcement.  This compromise addressed the concern that only persons with quite a bit of firearms training would be allowed this privilege.  The schools also have the ability to restrict individuals should there be concern over someone and it also prevents the ability to carry the gun into any event where security is in place, such as a sporting event.  Many are still not happy with the language, but it now goes to the Senate for consideration.

    The second bill dealt with ethics revisions.  There has been a cloud surrounding ethics at the state capitol over the past year and two of the representatives have worked in a bi-partisan fashion to craft a bill to address many of the problems.  This bill will restrict fundraising by individuals during the legislative session.  Opponents say this is unconstitutional and also gives an unfair advantage to the incumbent.   Supporters state that the challengers can campaign at home while the elected officials are in session and it also prevents the appearance of buying votes with donations.  This bill also passed and will go to the Senate.

    The third bill I will discuss allows for the use of religious citations in class work for secondary schools.  This opens up the opportunity to discuss creationism along with evolution in a legal manner.  It also allows for prayers in school and at events and many other opportunities for the schools to allow certain religious actions during hours.  The bill basically takes us from no secular denominational activities to providing fair game for all religions to be discussed.  We cannot legally allow one specific denomination to have advantage over another, so now the schools have to give equal treatment to all denominations, including those that are controversial to some.  The schools will have to be very careful on this point as to provide equal protections under the law.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Rep. Joe Dorman and Rep. Don Armes present Staff Sergeant Paul Sessums with an American flag that has flown over the State Capitol and a citation of appreciation for his service to the United States and the State of Oklahoma
 

