June 30 , 2008
This past weekend, the State of Oklahoma lost a very good friend.  Terry Hyman, the state representative from House District 49, passed away from injuries related to a tractor accident on his farm.  Terry served as a member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives for the past four years.  He was born on December 7, 1951 and had a Bachelor's degree in Agriculture and a Master's degree in Political Science and Public Administration, both from Oklahoma State University.  Terry served as the Tourism and Recreation Chair in the House the past two years.  Prior to his service in the House of Representatives, Terry was a county commissioner in Love County.

    To me though, Terry was much more than the representative from Leon, OK.  He was a good friend and a mentor to me in my college years.  Terry worked at OSU in the administration for 13 years as the coach of the OSU Rodeo Team and the coordinator of freshman services.  He also was the advisor for the OSU Young Democrats.  It was during this time that I first met Terry Hyman and he helped inspire me to work in student government and be an active part of the campus life and Democratic campaigns.  He and his co-advisor, Vincent Burke, had a way of getting the student government officers to take on the administration in various ways and they knew what buttons to push to get me to go down the right path in those fights.

    Terry was the kind of public servant that to could sit down with anyone and visit over a cup of coffee.  He was also the kind of fellow that could spin a tale that would keep everyone entertained.  His wisdom went far beyond what he would let on to those who didn't know him and he had a way of getting you to end up on his side of the issue by gently directing you there with his country logic and common sense.  When Terry Hyman spoke in debate on the House floor, you knew it would be entertaining, it would be factual and it would make a difference.

     One of Terry's passions was to make sure that students had the opportunity for a quality education and he fought to make sure that college was affordable.  Terry and I filed an interim study together this summer to analyze student fees and why they have been increasing.  I will make sure that study continues and that we do what we can to keep college affordable for all our Oklahoma students.  As with everything that Terry supported over the years, I know it's the right thing to do.  He wouldn't have taken on the fight unless he was convinced it was the right thing to do.  

     Those that didn't know Terry Hyman will miss his stand on the issues as he was the kind of legislator we need at the Capitol fighting the good fight.  Those that did know him will miss his sense of humor, his decency and his passion to do what was right.  Most of of all, we will just miss him a great deal.

       It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.


 

Senator Jay Paul Gumm's "Senate Minute"
As I write this week’s “Senate Minute,” the echoes have barely faded from the memorial service for my friend and colleague, Rep. Terry Hyman.

Representative Hyman tragically lost his life last week in an accident on the farm he loved. For the past four years, Terry and I shared the honor and responsibility of representing Marshall County in the Oklahoma Legislature.

I could not have asked for a better partner; the citizens of House District 49 could not have been served by a more dedicated, harder working or kinder man than Terry Hyman. His is a loss that will resonate in the days, months and years ahead.

His humor, wisdom, strength and quiet courage are examples of the very best in all of us. Every life he touched was better because of the compassion he exhibited every day of his all-to-brief life.

Whenever I saw Terry Hyman, I knew my day was about to get better. Often, he and Rep. Paul Roan – with whom I share much of my Senate district – would come to my office to talk about ways to improve our area.

Terry had an educator’s way about him. Whenever we would discuss some issue, he always began with a question. I always had the feeling that when Terry asked those questions, he already knew the answer; the question was simply a way to kick my brain into gear.

From there, the three of us – sometimes four, when Rep. John Carey (the third representative with whom I share my district) would join us – made plans and encouraged one another. Invariably, my day improved from there. Terry’s was the kind of gentle guidance and encouragement I always imagined a little brother would get from a big brother.

The task for all of us will be more difficult without Terry’s wisdom. Whether it was to strengthen rural fire protection, improve tourism, or simply stand up for the values we in southern Oklahoma share, Terry Hyman made a difference. He did more for his constituents than they will ever know because he was not one to toot his own horn – a rarity in politics.

Terry’s work on Earth is done, and lives are better for it. As we pick up the torch he carried so well, the light from his life will continue to inspire and guide us. His work will live on; for me, I owe my friend nothing less.

I ask we all lift up prayers for Terry’s family. Both his wife Linda and daughter Ann have shown amazing strength and courage this week, and they will bear the burden of his loss most of all. They know their husband and father made this world a better place, and there is no greater legacy than that.

We will miss our friend, Terry Hyman. We will never forget him, and we are all better because we knew him. May God comfort his family – and may God bless us all.

