June 17, 2008
  The past two weeks have been very busy.  I had the opportunity to work with the Youth Leadership Oklahoma program at the State Capitol last Friday.  These high school students are selected for leadership skills and take a tour of Oklahoma for about a week learning the various differences that make up our state.  It's a great program and I'm honored to teach them the legislative process each year.  On that same day, I spoke to the Lawton Chamber of Commerce luncheon on the successes and failures we saw over the legislative session, and then attended the Rush Springs Relay for Life.  They did a great job raising money for cancer research in effort to find a cure.

     I also had the chance earlier in the week to attend the OSU College of Education Hall of Fame banquet and watch a friend of mine from school, Steve Birch, be selected into this prestigious group for his efforts in promoting aviation programs within the school.  He summed it up best; there would not be any leaders out there that could do the job if it were not for the quality education that the students receive.  

    That leads into my congratulations to the Fletcher School Board and Kathryn Turner, their superintendant, for being selected as the best school board in the state for arts achievement through the State Department of Education.  They have done an excellent job and it was my pleasure to be their banquet speaker.  The work they do to prepare students for life after school is exceptional.

    This upcoming weekend, I have the honor of attending the retirement ceremony of Chief Electronic Technician Gary Hayes as he concludes 20 years with the United States Navy.  Gary is an old friend of mine from high school and I'm proud of the work he has done in helping defend our country through his service.  It will be nice to have him and his family back in our area full-time.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

