Open Door Policy; June 13, 2006

This past week saw the candidates file for the various elective offices in Oklahoma.  Last Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday was the filing period for any person seeking office in Oklahoma's open elective positions to place their names on the ballot.  This past Tuesday, any challenges to those offices were made and several were heard at the Capitol Building in Oklahoma City.  

     There were two people file for State Representative in District 65 and after the contest of candidacy; I was declared the only eligible candidate.  My only filed opponent has not been registered in Oklahoma long enough to file for elective office, so the Election Board made the determination that I was the only valid candidate to seek this position.  My opponent subsequently withdrew his name from filing and I was elected to another two year term of office unopposed.

     I want to thank each of you in the district for your support over the past four years and I look forward to another two years of service.  This job is something that I have wanted to do since I was much younger and am gratified that you trust me to represent your views in Oklahoma City.  I hope I have done this to the standard you expect and I appreciate you allowing me to work for you in those times when you need help.  I will be around this summer and hope to see you at the many local events that make our communities so great.  This upcoming weekend is the rodeo in Sterling and it is always a fantastic time.  I hope to see you there!

     There are still negotiations under way regarding the budget, but I think things are getting closer.  The hold-up on this is the amount that will be returned in tax cuts.  Any cuts are permanent without a vote of the people to reinstate those amounts, so many are hesitant to do extreme cuts should another shortfall occur.  Almost every legislator would like to reduce taxes, but we have to be responsible and ensure that services, such as adequate roads, reliable health care and a good education are provided to Oklahomans.  

     Speaker Hiett has not shared any details regarding his negotiations with other Representatives, even those like me that serve on Appropriations subcommittees.  Often times I hear about these dealings at the same time you do through the news or through rumors around the Capitol.  It's a shame this has to happen this way, but that has been the politics in the Oklahoma House under Hiett.  There will be a new Speaker next year as the Democrats and Republicans have both designated members to replace Hiett, so I am optimistic things will get better after November.  

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

