July 7 , 2008    
I hope everyone had a great Fourth of July!  I ended up attending two parades and also a cookout with some friends in Chickasha.  It was great weather and fun times for celebrating the birth of our country!  I also had the chance to attend Gary Hayes' local retirement party.  Gary asked me to be a speaker at his retirement ceremony at Point Loma Naval Base two weeks ago and that was one of the greatest honors I've had during my service as a Representative.

     Congratulations go out to Ryan and Erin Pardee on their wedding last weekend.  Ryan is an old friend of mine from college and he met the perfect girl for him.  I wish them both the best of luck!       

     I had two chances to visit with groups this week.  I was the inaugural guest on a podcast at www.lawtontowncrier.com, which is a local website in Comanche County used to update citizens on current events.  I also had the chance to speak at the Elgin Chamber of Commerce meeting on Tuesday and give an update on legislation that passed this session.  I am also working with the Rush Springs Lions Club to serve watermelon to the Southern Legislative Conference, a group of legislators and staff from the southern states that will be visiting Oklahoma City this week.  We expect to serve 1,200 folks at the Bricktown Ballpark on Sunday.  This is all in preparation for the Watermelon Festival in Rush Springs coming up on Saturday, August 9th.  

     It will be a busy upcoming two weeks for me as I will be leading a delegation for the American Council of Young Political Leaders to to Central America for a political exchange dialogue.  Seven officials representing Republicans, Democrats and Independents from the United States will be meeting with political leaders from those two nations to learn more about the countries and also try to establish better relations with their political leaders and the United States.  This is an effort promoted by the federal State Department.  Pam, my assistant, will be taking my calls while I'm away, so if there is an emergency, please contact my office and she will take care of the initial work until I return on the 25th.  I should have email contact during the trip, so if there is anything I can do to assist you with any issues, please email me at the below address.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

 

    
