July 31, 2007
This past week was pretty busy with visits around the area and a conference on childhood immunizations.  I touched on this conference last week, but it was a fascinating experience to listen to doctors testify regarding the need for children to receive their vaccinations.  Often times, diseases are spread through children in group settings that have not taken their shots.  The first round of shots begins almost immediately after birth and continues through the 18th birthday at different periods. 
 
     These shots are offered free of charge to any child under 18 at county health departments and the evidence showing risks of autism is inconclusive according to most experts.  The risk of contracting the diseases that these shots prevent is much greater and the ravages these diseases will cause to the body are terrible, sometimes life-threatening.  Parents should look into the full contingent of vaccinations and information is available at the health departments and local clinics or hospitals.
 
     Amanda Moran, a graduate of Apache High School , was instrumental in getting me involved in this program.  She contracted meningitis when preparing for college and has worked since to educate parents on the need for immunizations.  She and Chris Etemadi, a student from Oklahoma State University that also contracted meningitis just this past year, also attended the conference and spoke about their experiences.
 
     The time for rodeo season is in full swing.  This past weekend was the Sterling Rodeo.  They had a great turnout on Saturday night and it was great to catch up with some friends.  Other upcoming rodeos in our area include Cyril this weekend and Rush Springs the following weekend.  There are other events this week that will be fun for the public, including the rededication ceremony for Lawton High School and also Lawton 's 106th birthday celebration.
 
     Also, in Rush Springs the following weekend, we will have the annual Watermelon Festival.  Jaime Cerreta , the lead anchor for Fox News in Oklahoma City , will be crowing this year's watermelon queen.  Ashton Ferguson, the queen this year, has been staying busy on the road doing promotions and she will be at the State Capitol this Wednesday serving watermelon to staff members and tourists to promote the festival. 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
    

    
