July 17, 2007
 This summer, the legislature will discuss various studies on many different issues.  One of the requests I filed was to review the efficiencies of different state agencies over a comprehensive summer study rather than simply a cursory review that is typical during the appropriations process.  I have had the chance to sit down with some of the agencies on my own and I asked them to prepare a self audit to assist them in spending our tax dollar more wisely.  

     In this same manner, although not a state agency, I had the chance to visit with the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation this past week.  I was able to take a tour of their facility and see many of the breakthroughs they have made and learned about their successes, such as the discovery of two new medications this year alone.  This facility is one of the best in the nation and we are lucky that leaders in Oklahoma had the foresight to establish the OMRF.   

     Two of the divisions that were most interesting were the imaging labs and the animal test facility.  The imaging lab is where they take digital photographs of subjects and create a three dimensional likeness out of material to see all angles.  The animal testing facility shows where the different varieties of lab mice are used to monitor testing for potential new cures on ailments.  Both of these divisions were great to see in person.  It was interesting to learn how we are making those advancements towards the cures that will save many lives in hopefully the near future.  Their new research tower will provide more space and almost 500 new doctors that will be working towards these efforts.

     Four events I was able to participate in this past week along the area of research were the groundbreaking at Southwest Medical Center in Lawton for their expansion, the Oklahoma Food and Agricultural Products Research and Technology Center was re-named the Robert M. Kerr Food & Agricultural Products Center after the late State Senator, a fundraiser for Meningitis Awareness that was coordinated by Amanda Moran from Apache and finally, the Coaches vs. Cancer fundraiser held at OSU.  These events are important for people to participate in so as to help these groups achieve the successes that we will hopefully see discovered right here in Oklahoma .

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

