July 2, 2007
The Fourth of July is upon us and I hope everyone has a great holiday!  I will be attending the parade at Marlow and then enjoying the activities over in Apache at their day-long event.  This is a great small-town event where everyone gets to enjoy each other's company from the area.  It's looking like the weather will hold for the fireworks, so I'm hoping the weatherman will be right about that night.
 

     Speaking of Apache, I had the pleasure of attending their Rattlesnake Association banquet on Saturday, then going to the wedding of Jenna and Dale Bellamy afterwards.  Jenna was the very first person to volunteer for my campaign back in 2002 and it's been great to follow her path through college and to marriage.  I want to wish them the best in marriage and know they will be very happy together.
 

     On Monday, I attended a reception for the Children's Medical Research Institute.  This is a group that is working to find a cure for diabetes through advanced research.  Groups like this help raise money to fund programs to find cures for childhood ailments.  We allocate funds through appropriations for programs that assist groups such as this.  It's the public and private partnerships that will help us find cures that much faster.  My intern this summer, Emily Chambers, has Type 1 Diabetes and has been great to educate me about the subject.   She and my other interns this summer have been doing great work helping me research this and other issues.
 

     Speaking of the topic of finding cures, this upcoming weekend has the Healdton Relay for Life occurring Friday night.  If you have never attended a Relay for Life, this is a fantastic celebration of the fight against cancer, the recognition of the survivors and a tribute to those that have lost their lives in this battle.  My cousin, Ryan Dorman, is playing music for this Relay and I'm looking forward to catching up with his side of the family and spending the evening with some great folks that are helping to speed up the fight to find a cure.  The American Cancer Society has set a goal to find a cure for cancer by 2015 and efforts such as this and the other Relays that occur throughout the nation will make that a possibility.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
 

	  


