January 15, 2007

I hope everyone is staying warm out there.  The roads have been miserable.  I've been trapped in Oklahoma City over the weekend and was actually able to get caught up on quite a bit of work in my office.  The bill deadline for filing language is this upcoming Thursday, so any requests must be completed at that point.  A special thanks goes to all the staff members that work for the state House and Senate since they have also been at the Capitol over the weekend with the deadline approaching.  I used to work on the staff, so I know the hours these people put in to assist legislators with getting the job done.  I will have to limit my number of requests down at this point and there are some colleagues that will file some of my bills as their own to avoid the 8-bill filing requirement in the House.
 
     This past week was Governor Henry's inauguration, along with the rest of the statewide elected officials.  This consisted of the official ceremony on the south steps of the State Capitol last Monday morning, then his inaugural ball that evening.  I was pleased to have the Harrel family from Elk City and Kelsey Walters from Canute attend with me since they were in OKC that day.  I also want to thank Carissa Darling from Duncan for attending the Ball with me that evening.  We received a lot of jokes that night since she works on Republican campaigns and is a good friend.
 

     Speaking of Duncan, I was a guest of Judge Lamar at their Rotary Club last week and had the opportunity to attend the Apache Chamber of Commerce banquet on Thursday evening.  I also was able to attend the unveiling of the Oklahoma Centennial stamp and meet the artist.  If you have not seen this, it is a great stamp and Governor George Nigh came up with the language on it.  You still have the chance to request a first day of issue printing of this, so ask your local postmaster about the details.  It will surely be a collector's item someday.
 

     With the weather being as cold as it is, we will see a sharp increase in heating bills.  I have requested we add in additional funding for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  This provides cooling, energy crisis and low cost weatherization/other energy-related home repair assistance to low-income households to assist with winter heating bills, and to provide help for some families who have received utility cut-off notices.  This is a federal program, but Oklahoma also provides additional funding to increase the assistance.  You should contact the Great Plains Improvement Foundation at  (580) 353-2364 if you live in Comanche County, the Washita Valley Community Action Council at (405) 224-5831 if you live in Caddo or Grady Counties, and the Delta Community Action Foundation at (405) 756-1100 if you live in Stephens County to see if you will qualify for assistance.  

 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.
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