January 26, 2009
  I hope everyone has been staying warm with the ice storm that blew in.  We will still be doing the appreciation chili cook off on Friday night assuming Fletcher schools are open and the basketball game is not postponed.  I expect a pretty good turnout from cookers and people I have had the chance to visit with about the event.  I'm doing this chili cook off as a thank-you for allowing me to serve as your Representative and also to raise some much-needed funding for our local fire departments.

    I'm hoping we will be able to purchase the generators through grants I am trying to acquire and also from surplus property I hope to find in the state.  I and my staff have all been searching on the Internet and throughout various state and federal agencies for property to be donated.  I want to thank ASCOG, the State Fire Marshall's office, the Office of Emergency Management for Oklahoma and the many other entities who have helped so far with the process.  This will provide for an emergency shelter in each community.

    The chili cook off will be from 4:30 to 6 at the school cafetorium in Fletcher.   We will have donations decide the people's choice award.  If a cooker is from a fire department, they will get to keep their donations for the department.  If an entrant is not from a fire department, they can decide which department gets the money or how to divide up the funds by department from their chili donations.  The winner will be announced during the Fletcher/Apache basketball games that evening.

     We will also have judges decide the top three places on the chili.  I'm getting some friends from outside the district to help with this since I want it to be as impartial as possible for the award.  I'm hoping to keep this up as an annual event for the fire departments to express the appreciation they deserve for the work they do to protect us.

     I ventured out on Monday night for the Bedlam basketball game and it was a slow drive on the roads to Stillwater.  I hope each of you had no problems associated with the ice.  Governor Henry has declared all counties in Oklahoma to be in a state of emergency, which will allow for potential reimbursements through FEMA should the certification be approved.  This storm also shut down many businesses and the government for a few days.

     Should funding be required to cover the costs, the legislature will need to appropriate 12.5 percent of the amount certified by FEMA, while the federal government pays 75 percent and the local entity will cover the other 12.5 percent.  I filed legislation this year to make it an automatic appropriation from the state through the Constitutional Reserve Fund.  Should this be approved by the legislature, then the people by a vote on the ballot, this will guarantee immediate funding to cover the cost of disasters.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

