January 7, 2008
I hope everyone had a great New Year's celebration.  We are now in the stages of approving language for the new ideas for legislation this session, so there are quite a few legislators up at the capitol working.  We start session on the first Monday in February and will go until the end of May.  I will also be starting up a program for more of our local juniors and seniors to have the chance to work with me at the state capitol outside the page program.  I will have more details about this next week.

    On Monday, I had the privilege to attend a press conference in Norman hosted by the University of Oklahoma President, former Senator David Boren and retired Senator Sam Nunn.  They and several other retired elected officials gathered together to establish a platform calling on the current US Presidential candidates to not only submit ideas for making the country better, but also to provide in detail what each candidate feels is the right path to get these ideas accomplished.  The leaders assembled also called on the media to hold the candidates responsible and not let them off the hook with a vague answer.  Each of these candidates is seeking the most important job in the world and too often they get away without spelling out serious plans on accomplishing what is needed.

     After the event, I had the chance to visit with Senator Bob Graham, the retired US Senator from Florida and the man I endorsed for President four years ago.  Senator Graham told me he and Senator Nunn are establishing a program to visit with college students around the country about the need to get involved with politics and civic responsibility.        

     Leaders like these men and women are not common in that they are willing to cross party lines and try to do the best for the country with what they believe.  They are also willing to allow someone else to get the credit for a good idea rather than try to steal it for themselves.  We need more leaders like this in our country and I hope I have been able to live up to this standard in serving you as your State Representative.

    Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York City was also present at this meeting.  He has had many call on him to run for President as a third-party candidate, but he assured those present he has no desire to do this.  He, like the others, would like to see more bipartisanship and those in the Democratic Party and the Republican Party work together.  I could not agree more with this sentiment.

    It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

