February 20, 2007

 It has been an interesting week at the State Capitol as the Board of Equalization came back with the final operational numbers for the state budget.  Revenue projections are significantly different due to oil and gas prices growing more level and tax cuts beginning to be seen in many sectors of the state.  Revenue available for appropriation grew about 1.7% from last year's numbers, but this means the road and bridge program will not be going as anticipated since the minimum application of this fund was set at 3% growth.  The legislature will also have to address many of the one-time programs that were created that will likely need to receive operational funds to continue their missions.
 

     One interesting piece of legislation that will have much interest to the technologically advanced is the promotion of tighter restrictions on predators that use websites such as MySpace and Facebook.  These two webpages allow individuals the opportunity to establish a personal page where they can visit with friends, meet new persons with similar interests and discuss issues important to the person through a chatpage called a blog.  Many elected officials created pages through these sites this past election cycle to discuss their platforms and meet constituents that they might not otherwise come in contact with while campaigning.  I myself created a site on each service and it has allowed me to visit with many residents in District 65 and beyond.
 

      I see a great need to crack down on persons using this service that should not have contact with minors.  This is a service that should be monitored by parents and I've had several guardians to minors contact me saying they do this.  Many times, parents and guardians are not away of what is going on with their children on the computers and this is certainly a step in the right direction to have all convicted child predators register their emails and web pages for monitoring activities.  Each website does a good job of policing improper activity and restricting offenders, but too often criminals slip through the cracks. 
 

     I encourage each of you to check out these webpages as they are an excellent resource for political discussion and making new friends and if you see something you feel is inappropriate, the report this activity to the managers of the website.  As with most good things, improper use can corrupt and exploit.  This is an important issue that will need to be addressed by Oklahoma and is currently being discussed by several other states.  I also want to also give credit to Lauren Nelson, our current Miss America, as this is her platform issue and something she will champion across the United States over the next year.

 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to hearing from you soon.  My website is www.joedorman.com and I also encourage each of you to look at www.MySpace.com and www.facebook.com for further information about the issues in this column.

     

