February 17, 2009
     The session has been progressing along smoothly so far as the senators and representatives have been spending most of the workday in committees.  We have seen some debate on the House floor as we have discussed issues such as autism, tort reform and restructuring of state contracts in attempt to save money through the bleak economic situation we are facing.  The State Board of Equalization also met on Tuesday and presented final budget numbers which show we have $6,928,541051 for the appropriations process, which is down $639 million less than what we allocated for the previous fiscal year.  The legislators will have to find ways to trim state government without harming any of the essential services.

     I sent out my annual surveys this week and a rundown on how the beginning of the session has progressed to this point, along with a description of all my bills this session.  If you have the chance, please send the questionnaire back to me so I can have a better perspective on your views.  I feel that I get a good grasp of the views of the district as I visit the different communities, but it's nice to be able to reach more of you this way to allow me to do my job better.

     I have had to the chance to work with several of the members regarding policy changes on bills.  I have especially enjoyed working with the freshmen representatives on their bills and assist them with the daily process.  One in particular deals with an issue I authored last year to redefine stock show premium checks as scholarships for the students so they do not have to file tax returns on their bonus sale checks.  It was taken over by Rep. Steve Kouplen this year as that I was over my limit of eight bills.  I have enjoyed working with Rep. Kouplen on this subject and expect the bill to pass this year.  One additional opportunity with this legislation allowed Carolyn Doyle of Elgin to testify before the House Revenue & and Taxation Committee in regards to this bill and she did an excellent job of explaining the facts of the issue.

      This past week, I was honored to visit with seven of my local FFA chapters as they visited the capitol.  Students from Elgin, Fletcher, Cement, Cyril, Rush Springs, Central High and Duncan all stopped by my office and they also had the chance to visit with Lt. Governor Jari Askins, along with other members of the legislature from their areas.  I scheduled a committee room so the students could have an hour with me to ask questions and discuss policy changes.  It was a pleasure to hear the articulate questions from the students and see that they have a good understanding of the things going on around them in the world.

       It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Carolyn Doyle with the Elgin FFA testifies to the House Revenue and Taxation
