February 13, 2007

I hope everyone is enjoying the weather now that the worst seems to have passed.  We are working at the Capitol to include supplemental funding to cover the costs of the state regarding repairs to damages from the ice.  There has been good response from the Governor's office to extend the FEMA declaration to our area and allow for matching funds from the state to be used.
 
     The committee process is in full swing and bills are being heard at a fast pace.  The new structure for committees in the State House of Representatives requires most bills be heard by a committee, but also sends the bills to subcommittees for additional hearings.  Most of the bills I've presented have been heard in subcommittees and will advance over the next few weeks to the full committees.  They will then proceed to the House floor should they pass beyond these committees, then on to the Senate.
 

     This past week kept me busy beyond work at the Capitol.  I had the honor of attending the Oklahoma Pork Council state convention and the Farmers Union annual meeting.  Lawton also held their regular legislative luncheon to visit with local lawmakers regarding the agendas this year.  Many of the local groups invite legislators to visit and discuss bills and the issues arising.  I encourage each of you to attend meetings like this if you have the chance since this keeps you aware of what is occurring in legislation during the session.
 

     I have also been spending time establishing a mentor program for the new members of the State House at the request of the Democratic Leader, Danny Morgan.  This will provide a veteran legislator to each new member to assist them with bills and the process.  This will be good for both since it will refresh the veterans on the process and help them be aware of other bills before they get to our desks.

 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to hearing from you soon.  

