February 2, 2009
     I want to thank everyone who attended the chili cook off last Friday.  We raised over $150 for each department, while those who cooked raised more through the people's choice vote for their local departments.  Elgin Fire Department won, with Fletcher Fire Department finishing second and Nettie Fisher placing third.  Fletcher Fire Department won the people's choice award.  Mine was noted by the judges to be too spicy, so I'll be more selective next year on the judges.  

     Senator Don Barrington, Mike Doyle and the Ninnekah Fire Department all participated in the chili cook-off and I appreciate them for cooking up their entries.  I also want to thank the soon-to-be-open McDonald's of Elgin and Anadarko for donating the cups and spoons for the chili, the Rush Springs FFA for making the trophies, the Fletcher FFA for volunteering and the Fletcher Athletic Clubs for selling drinks.  This team effort helped make the event a success and helped the departments raise funds for the upcoming fire season.  If you would still like to make a donation, drop a check off at First National Bank & Trust for the Firefighters Burn Fund.

      On Monday, the legislative session began with the members voting on the rules we will follow in the House of Representatives over the next two years.  There was some question about a few of the points, but the rules were adopted as presented by the leadership.

     Governor Henry also delivered his State of the State address to the members of the legislature in joint session.  The address pointed out the shortfalls we will face this legislative session and allowed the Governor to explain where he would like to see policy adjusted to assist with our state's recovery.  The new estimates show up to $600 million in shortfalls with the state budget compared to the previous year, which is much worse than anyone had previously anticipated.  This will require many programs to receive cuts and the complete elimination of many of the one-time funded programs.  

     "Lack of funding is no excuse for lack of vision," as the Governor pointed out.  He then went on to explain how he did not want the legislature to raid the Rainy Day fund and proposed interest accrued from the fund be used to pay for EDGE, his initiative to promote technology in Oklahoma.  He also requested the members of the legislature address our obligation to pay off the debts associated with state emergency management costs which is mandated by the federal government and a program I have championed.

     Another point was to examine and develop the use of alternative energy in our state, from wind to natural gas to geothermal to bio fuels.  Governor Henry reminded those present and listening about the past legislation which has led us to the point where we currently reside on energy policy and encouraged the further path towards energy independence.

     Education and health care were two other major points where Governor Henry requested action.  He pointed out in the State of the State the need for "Graduation Coaches" to assist high school seniors with the future obstacles they will face.  He also pointed out the need for affordable insurance for all Oklahomans through the Insure Oklahoma program and the necessity to provide coverage to Oklahomans with autism.

     "Work together for the interest of the state we love." the Governor requested.  "Choose the right course for the people of Oklahoma."  

     I could not agree with this sentiment more in these tough economic times we face.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

