December 19, 2006

Merry Christmas!  I hope everyone has big plans for the holidays.  I'm hoping to see one of my nephews this next week who just finished up basic training.  He and his brother joined the Army this summer and both are getting ready for their assignments.  They are hoping to make it down this way for Christmas and catch a basketball game or two before being shipped out.  One will definitely get to make it back to Oklahoma and their mother is waiting to hear from the second son.  Please keep Justin and Jaycee Guffey in your prayers for safety, as well as all the rest of the troops serving.
 
      I received some good news from the Capitol last week.  My committee assignments changed slightly for the better.  I was asked to step off the Education Committee and in turn serve on the Appropriations and Budget Committee.  Those that are familiar with the process will know most of what goes on at the State Capitol revolves around sending dollars to various entities for funding.  This committee helps craft where the dollars will go, how much will be spent in those areas and allows for the opportunity to cut out some of the wasteful spending by reviewing the different agencies.  The more we can cut out of some programs, the more we can put into programs that need the upgrade in the budget to implement innovative programs to modernize the state.  

      
     This past week has been pretty hectic with the holidays.  Besides trying to get language into bill requests, I've had the chance to attend several holiday functions.  I enjoyed spending time with both the Elgin faculty and the Comanche County Retired Teachers Association, which it was great catching  up with so many friends right before the holiday.  The Grady County Volunteer Fire Departments had a fantastic gathering last Friday night and celebrated new volunteers being able to serve their areas.  I also got great news that Jerry Scoggins of Cyril got clear results from his PET scan, which is certainly a blessing to be winning his fight against cancer.
 

     Great news for the area was also announced this past week.  We got the final results from the School Land Commission in regards to selling off about 150 acres to develop a business and industry park near the turnpike.  This will allow for the necessary growth to occur from BRAC and businesses moving to Oklahoma and provide space for those businesses to be located in a central area.  This growth will benefit every single community in District 65.  I've been working on this project for over a year now with local, state, county and federal officials.  This bipartisan, team effort for the betterment of Southwest Oklahoma will pay huge dividends in the long run and will provide some great high paying jobs for our residents and give many the chance to stay close to home.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

