December 16, 2008
  I hope everyone is staying warm out there as this weather finally feels like winter.  I have been working in the office in OKC getting ready for the session and also the holidays.  It's hard to believe the New Year is almost upon us.  Bill filing deadline ended on Friday and I have reserved my ideas for the session.  I will try to write about each of them next week.

     This past weekend was a good time all around as I was able to go hog hunting with my brother and the crew of Wild Oklahoma, the outdoor television and radio show that keeps Oklahomans up to date on outdoor activities.  Ron Black, the host of the show, brought up several issues regarding hunting and fishing which I hope to pursue this upcoming legislative session.  One of them regards modifying Oklahoma law to reflect Texas law to allow the hunting of hogs at night with the permission of the landowner, but not requiring the landowner to be present.  On a similar note, my colleague from Tulsa, Eric Proctor, is introducing a bill to exempt the sales tax on guns and ammunition to further enhance our rights under the Second Amendment.  

     I had the chance to visit with a friend of the family last week and he relayed a story I wanted to share with you.  He and his wife were encouraged to write family goals and a mission statement by their pastor who felt that it would give a greater sense of purpose and allow them to find the calling that God had for their family.  They sat down with their children over a weekend and wrote down their goals individually and as a family and it has reshaped their lives.  They frequently look to the list they put on paper and try to live by that example.  I thought this was a good idea and I will be doing the same.

     I want to close by extending my condolences to the family and friends of Tommy Hawthorne, the publisher of the County Times and longtime resident of Cache.  Tommy had become a good friend over the years and was a strong advocate of the citizens through his writings.  I last saw him at a music concert over in Chickasha a couple of months ago as we were both watching family members play.  We had a great time that evening and it was good to see him outside of work where we could enjoy our visit and the music.  Tommy will be missed by many and I hope his legacy of keeping people honest and informed continues through his newspaper.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

