December 12, 2006

 The committee assignments have been posted by the leadership and I am very pleased with how things were arranged.  I was asked to exchange my assignment on the Veterans and Military Affairs committee to another as to allow a Viet Nam Veteran to take my place.  Because of this, I removed my name from the preference list.  I enjoyed the four years I served on this committee and plan to author several bills in this area, but Rep. Jerry Ellis will be a key member with his experience and background.  In exchange for this committee assignment, I was placed as one of the members of the Rules Committee.  Under the new House structure, this will be the most powerful committee in the State House of Representatives.  All controversial bills will go to this committee and any floor amendments assigned to bills will be reviewed by this committee.  I appreciate Democratic Leader Morgan and Speaker Cargill's faith in me to serve in this capacity. 
 
     I am also returning to Revenue and Taxation as the senior member of the committee and I will serve on the main Education Committee, which oversees common education, higher education and career technology centers.  I was also granted a fourth position, which very few members were allowed that many spots.  This will be on the Energy Committee, which will review all legislation dealing with energy opportunities in Oklahoma.
 

     Over the next few weeks, I will highlight several of the bills I will author and will also touch on some of the major issues we will face this session.  I also was granted a full time legislative assistant who will be with me for the remainder of my term in office if she so chooses.  Her name is Pam King and she is a wonderful person.  I look forward to working with her and I think she will be great for each of you to work with as need arises with issues from the district.  She comes from a great background in health care and previous experience at the Capitol.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

