August 6, 2007
     This past week saw the Cyril Rodeo celebrate another successful year.  The night I visited, we saw some great riders put on a fantastic show for the crowd.  This is one of the great community rodeos we have in our area and I look forward to it each year.  This year, I was also able to attend with the Rush Springs Watermelon Queen as she recruited people to visit the Watermelon Festival on Saturday, August 11.  
 
     On that note, we also had the annual watermelon feed at the State Capitol put on by the Rush Springs Lions Club.  The club served over 30 watermelons to visitors in an effort to recruit visitors to the festival.  This has turned into a great event for promotion and allows people the chance to tour the capitol that day.   Ashton Ferguson, the current queen, had the opportunity to meet Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins that day and see her office.
 
     In regards to legislation, I met with a student leader from the University of Central Oklahoma who is working on a program to protect student identification information from thieves.  This young man is working on ideas for legislation at both the state and federal levels to prevent the sale and distribution of student information.  Much of this is allowed for sale under the law and many schools profit off this.  I've worked on this issue in the past and am helping this student prepare a program to encourage changes at both state and federal levels in the law.
 
     We saw some good news in the district as the four communities that applied for Centennial Project funding received their approval letters.  Apache, Cyril, Fletcher and Rush Springs each submitted for programs this year and will now turn in paperwork to show the matching funds for the programs.  Apache and Rush Springs applied for veteran memorials; Fletcher requested assistance for their Frank James Day; and Cyril is working on an upgrade at their museum, along with a new display.  Congratulations to each town for their efforts paying off.
 
     I had the pleasure of attending the Grady County 4-H banquet where we saw many students receive awards and recognition for their efforts over the past year.  Comanche County will be holding their banquet this week and many other counties around the state are doing the same around this time of year.  All these students work hard on their record books and often times they will receive trips and scholarships through these efforts.  Congratulations to all those who have seen their work pay off through programs like 4-H.  
 
     On a sad note, Oklahoma lost a great leader in the agricultural industry this past week.  Wayne "Duty" Rowe passed away after fighting illness for the past few months.  He will be remembered by many as a former President of the Oklahoma Cattlemen's Association and a tireless worker in the ag community.  Duty counseled me on rural legislation and was a great friend.  He will be missed by many that he had an impact on over the years. 
 
          It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
