August 28, 2007
The interim studies at the Capitol have begun and the legislators are analyzing various ideas for consideration in the next session.  Over the past week, I have had the opportunity to learn more about merit-based pay for school employees and also the possibility of creating a school solely with the intent to specialize in arts-related programs for students.  Both of these issues have been interesting to learn more about, but it will fall down to fairness and funding on both if they will be possible to implement.
 

     On the merit-based pay issue, there are many factors to consider in this subject.  Often times, students will transfer around, especially in areas such as ours with many military-dependent students.  I do not think it is fair to base a teachers raise or salary on a student that recently moved in to the district.  There is also the question of basing pay solely on test scores.  Many students do not perform well on tests, but excel in the day-to-day activities of school.  You also have the problem with each school district being different and there being no fair way to set a standard when comparing rural and urban schools.  Many urban schools have the ability to share teachers on advanced subjects which makes it unfair to those schools in the rural areas.  You also have many hands-on programs in the rural schools that far exceed performance in the urban schools simply by the upbringing of the students.
 

     As far as the arts-based school similar to the School of Science and Math in Oklahoma City , this is a great concept, but we have to be responsible with the tax dollars. I would love to see something like this funded on a private venture.  We are trying to place tax dollars collected in to programs that meet the basics and boost our levels of literacy at the common education level.  We simply do not have enough funds to go around starting up many new programs that don’t apply to common education across the entire state.  I would hope that money can be raised from private corporations and other entities to establish this school because there is a need to promote these students who excel in these areas.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.            

