August 14, 2007
The past week was busy with meetings as I attended an annual conference dedicated to sharing information by different legislatures around the nation.  Many of our Oklahoma Representatives, Senators and legislative staff attended this event to compare ideas on things that have worked in our state and look at successes around the nation.  I had the chance to sit in on a review of water policies from around the country and realized that no state has a successful water plan on the books.  We are struggling here in Oklahoma to find fair water laws and also regulate the sale and distribution.  It's frustrating to have something that seems simple, yet almost impossible to find a way to make sure the rights of people and their water supplies are protected.  We will continue to look for the right answer on this and hopefully have some good ideas next session.
 
      There were two great events that occurred this past weekend.  Apache had their local fair and rodeo, while  Rush Springs had their rodeo and the watermelon festival.  All events went off well and they were great for those that were able to attend.  Please be careful if you get out in the heat though and drink plenty of water.
 
      It was also a sad week for both those communities as they lost friends that contributed much to their areas.  In Apache, Bub Tate passed away following an automobile accident last week.  Bub was recognized by many around our area as an avid supporter of rodeos and the cowboy way of life.  He was also never afraid to corner me about issues and speak his opinion.  He helped me understand many of the concerns that affect these sportsmen and make sure the rodeos were protected against people that would try to shut them down or hurt these great family events.
 
      In Rush Springs, our oldest resident passed away on Monday.  Ervis Lester was 105 years old and was active in many community events, even entering the seed spitting contest at the festival each year.  He has been an active member of the Lions Club and the First United Methodist Church for many years with me and was a great friend.  He has a long history of service in law enforcement, serving in the Los Angeles Police Department and as the first chair of the Pardon and Parole Board in California.  The University of Southern California has dedicated a section of their criminal justice school in his honor for his contributions to public service.  He moved back to Rush Springs many years ago to be around family and was a great friend to everyone in the community.  Both these great men will be missed.
 
      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.     
