Open Door Policy, August 14, 2006
	 It was an eventful week around District 65 as the Rush Springs Watermelon Festival ran for the 62nd year, local officials met with the School Land Commission regarding the purchase of lands in Elgin to build an industrial park, Lawton held the Rangers Rodeo, Anadarko held the Indian Expo and Apache finished up their local fair.  You can tell it's almost time for school to start back up for a new year.
     This week I had the opportunity to attend the annual meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures.  This group gets legislators and staff members from around the country together to share ideas and discuss federal policies and outcomes to states.  This year, I was selected to serve on the Education Committee for NCSL.  We discussed classroom policies, mandates from the federal government on teachers and overall school issues that have worked in other states and could possibly be applied here in Oklahoma.  There was also a display for classrooms of the 21st century that showed innovations and technology we might see in the very near future.  One very interesting idea was college professors recording lectures so students can download them on the Internet should they miss a class.  This was brought up to me last year at the coffee shop in Sterling and it was good to see it actually applied in some schools.
     With the school year starting, I will be visiting each of  the schools in the area to discuss the impact of new laws in Oklahoma with the teachers and make sure these laws are working as expected.  Many times there are ideas that sound good, but prove to be too burdensome to actually apply.  Several ideas last year were also killed that could have severely impacted rural schools.
     My football schedules are currently at the printer and should be out in stores sometime next week.  I'm trying to get them completed before the last scrimmage at each of the schools.  I hope these schedules are beneficial to you in that if you can't travel to see your home team, you will make it to a neighboring school to watch their team play.  
     Good luck to all the athletes this season and be careful.  My old sports injuries are starting to pop and crack as the years pass by.  Make sure you report something to the coach if you injure yourself and drink plenty of water in this heat.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.


	


