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   It was certainly an interesting week at the State Capitol as we had some heated arguments over policy, both relevant and somewhat silly.  The Governor chose to veto House Bill 1326, the legislation which outlawed embryonic stem cell research in Oklahoma .  Several of the Democrats, including myself, changed our votes from the original bill due to language worked out by several parties as a compromise.  The new language would restrict the creating on embryonic material for the purposes of research, would require parental consent to use the material that would otherwise be disposed and would also prevent overstimulation in a woman similar to the case where the mother had eight babies in another state.  This would also restrict the use of genetic material from an aborted fetus.  I visited with several of my local church leaders and they felt this language addressed their concerns and still would allow for research to cure diseases such as M.S, Lupus and other ailments.  One of the deciding elements on this was a conversation with one of my nieces who has Lupus.  
     Another controversy stemmed from the recognition of a State Rock Song by the House of Representatives.  We passed a resolution last year to commission a vote of the people and this was done by a unanimous vote.  ‘Do You Realize??’ by the Flaming Lips won the overwhelming vote of the people.  The Senate passed the resolution recognizing them by a unanimous vote, but the House decided to debate the subject, which turned into a condemnation of the band.  While I agree they do not uphold many of the same views as I, I felt obligated to “carry the torch” on this issue and see the will of the people become law.  While the House failed to pass this, the Governor intervened and signed an executive order to make it so.  It is sad that something like this dominated time when we could have been debating other issues, such as autism coverage or the budget.
     On Monday, we did see a fight over whether insurance mandates should be allowed for therapy for autistic children.  The House Speaker, through a procedural motion which did not allow the members to vote on this subject, blocked a decision.  A ruling was created that stated precedence, or prior actions of the House, overruled any written rules or policy in which we operate and also blocked a suspension of those rules.  I used to be a registered parliamentarian and I know this ruling makes no sense.  It has never occurred in any legislative body at any point in history from my studies.  This was simple attempt to protect members from voting on an emotional subject and it demeaned the institution.
     On Tuesday, we had our rescheduled Veterans Awareness Day.  It is always an honor to have these men and women visit the State Capitol and salute their heroism.  We also make time to remember those who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom and allow us the rights, freedoms and privileges we hold dear as a nation.  During the previous week, we honored the Southwest Oklahoma Partnership for Mental Heath and discussed ideas for legislation and the need for funding for facilities and increased efforts to treat Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and other conditions afflicting our citizens.  I also had the chance to “stand-in” as a territorial governor for a group of grade schooler’s who re-enacted a land run at the Harn Homestead.  It was great to see these students learn about our history and have fun doing it.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

