Open Door Policy; April 24, 2006

This past week, I was gratified Oklahoma’s cowboy poets were honored by state lawmakers, regardless of who gets the credit.

      This is in reference to House Concurrent Resolution 1063, “recognizing Cowboy Poetry” and designating April 16-22 as Cowboy Poetry Week in Oklahoma. The state observance coincides with Cowboy Poetry Week celebrated in April each year in the United States and Canada, in conjunction with National Poetry Month.

      I want to thank Rep. Tad Jones for keeping this measure alive.  I stepped aside as principal author of the resolution and was replaced by Jones, R-Claremore. House Speaker Todd Hiett, R-Kellyville, insisted on the switch so it could be authored by a Republican and they could get the credit.

      The House of Representatives endorsed the resolution Wednesday and held a reception for several entertainers, including two from my legislative district.

      Trick Roper Kalvin Cook of Apache, billed as “Kowboy Kal,” performed on the House floor. Other performers scheduled to attend the event included Jay Snider from Cyril, a six-time nominee for male poet of the year by the Academy of Western Artists, along with Kent Rollins of Hollis, Leroy Jones of Mountain View, “The Outlaw Poet” Phil Rexwinkle of Welch, Lavern “Straw” Berry from Cordell, Fred “Sky” Shivers of Prague, ex-farrier Robert Beene of Jones, and cowboy poet/humorist/columnist Debra Coppinger Hill of Chelsea.

      The House observance provided “an opportunity to reflect on the impact that cowboys have made on our state’s culture and how they have framed our perception nationally,” as was spelled out in the resolution. Oklahoma “has a great history of cowboy poetry going back to the days of Will Rogers. These modern-day philosophers carry on that tradition with a unique perspective on life in a Western state.”

      “[T]hroughout the history of the American West ... cowboy and pioneer poets have played a large part in preserving western heritage and the culture of Oklahoma,” HCR 1063 relates. The “long tradition and endearing qualities” of “these old stories and poems” demonstrate that cowboy poetry is “a cherished Oklahoma tradition,” the measure continues. Accordingly, “it is necessary to recognize the importance of cowboy poetry among the general public.”

      Many of the nation’s finest cowboy poets are from Oklahoma. However, most are leaving this state to be closer to major events – such as the three-day annual Texas Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Alpine, the four-day annual Colorado Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Arvada, and the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, Nev. – “where they attract bigger audiences to their craft.”

     HCR 1063 calls on Oklahomans to celebrate Cowboy Poetry Week “with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.”  I'm hoping we can expand these events here in Oklahoma in order to increase tourism for our great state.

      Sen. Frank Shurden, D-Henryetta, is the Senate sponsor of the resolution.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.
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