April 21, 2008
     I am very blessed to represent the district that I do.  I will sometimes hear about the calls some legislators receive from persons from around the state and I'm happy to report that all the correspondence that comes to my office is almost always polite in nature.  Many times, Pam, my assistant, will take the calls and does whatever she possibly can to expedite the request of the caller.  I've heard of persons calling in to other legislators and being very irate or belligerent and this does not help when we are trying to get the information to cut through the red tape for the caller.  So, on behalf of Pam and myself, thank you for being great to work for at the Capitol.

     It was an interesting week with several votes that were high-profile.  We saw an override of the Governor's veto on the bill containing a number of pro-life initiatives and an expansion on anti-abortion legislation passed in 2006 that required doctors performing abortions to tell a woman she had a right to a free ultrasound exam at an off site location.  I voted yes on the bill and yes on the override.  The most notable pro-life sections in the piece of legislation are: the creation of the Freedom of Conscience Act which protects the rights of health care providers to refuse to take part in an abortion; ensuring the chemical abortion pill, RU 486, is used in accordance with FDA guidelines; ensuring the mother's consent to abort is truly voluntary, and protection against coerced abortions; providing a woman with an ultrasound of her unborn child which she can view prior to undergoing the abortion; and cultivating respect for disabled children by banning the wrongful-life lawsuits that claim a baby would have been better off aborted.  I understand that we can never truly get rid of abortions because women will go to other states for the procedure, but we have to do what we can within our state to bring all information available to the mother before she makes her decision on this.

     It was a busy time around the district this weekend.  I had the opportunity to visit the Apache Rattlesnake Festival and have a great time.  The 25th anniversary of the event was dedicated to the memory of Bub Tate, the Rattlesnake Association's first president.  Bub was a great friend and supporter who died in a wreck last year.  He was also a great civic leader and businessman who promoted rodeo's and the western lifestyle.  

     I also had the chance to attend the banquet for the 60th anniversary of the OSU Aviation Club, also known as the Flying Aggies.  I'm good friends Bob Lemon,  the very first president of the club, and he was on hand for the celebration.  I also had a chance to see old friends from college that were in attendance.  They have won their national competition several times and it's great to see these successes in academics and career paths.

     On Monday, we had several Technology Student Association (TSA) students visit the capitol and display their projects.  I had the pleasure of visiting with the Elgin and Fletcher students that were present.  I also had Casey Brooks and Blake Hoover of Rush Springs serve as office aides for me this week at the Capitol and they did a great job!

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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