April 1, 2008
 I hope everyone is having a great week and didn't get tricked on April Fool's Day this year.  It seemed like there were many jokes going on at the State Capitol with some of the bills we have seen this session and with some of the good bills that have not been allowed a committee hearing.
     This is the time when many bills are being killed by committee chairmen.  Two of great interest to educators and students met that fate this week.  The first was Senate Bill 1931.  This would have allowed children of teachers to qualify for OHLAP.  There was a huge tie-in to the budget from my understanding and the chairman decided not to hear the bill this year.  I know the House Democrats were disappointed by this and there has been talk about trying to find a way to amend this into another bill with less of a fiscal constraint.
     The other was my House Bill 3081, which would have made premium checks for 4-H and FFA students declared non-taxable by defining the check as a scholarship.  Many do not pay the taxes on this now and this would have made it a level playing field for all the students and kept them out of trouble with the tax commission.  There is a chance the language can be placed in another bill before adjournment and I will work towards that effort.
     We had several guests this week and I had the chance to escort two student groups around this past week.  I think the students learned quite a bit about the process while visiting the House and Senate.   Sheridan Road Elementary from Lawton visited, took a tour through the building and watched us work in session.  This was a special visit for me since Jana Manning, one of their teachers, was also one of my grade school teachers.  The students also had the chance to visit the Bombing Memorial in Oklahoma City.
     Another group that visited was the 9th grade government class from Fletcher.  These students took a different approach unlike any I have seen before.  They actually studied several bills before the legislature and asked tough questions to the lawmakers during their visit.  I was proud of each of them for the preparation they put into this.  They also conducted a press conference shown on two OKC TV stations about one of the bills dealing with property tax valuation and unintended consequences with the bill.  The students and their superintendent, Kathryn Turner, had a fun day and I feel each of the students will pay more attention to the process now.
     I also had the chance to visit with a third group as I was allowed to speak to the 4th and 5th graders at Rush Springs on Friday.  The students were also very prepared for my visit and asked tough questions about my job.  They will be visiting the Capitol in May.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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	Photo #1 - Fletcher High School Government class with Rep. Joe Dorman and Sen. Don Barrington in the House Chamber

Photo #2 - Sheridan Road 4th Grade with Rep. Joe Dorman, Rep. Ann Coody and Sen. Randy Bass on the Capitol Grand Staircase


