April 10, 2007
 

     The House and Senate took a break from normal business on Tuesday to hold the fourth joint session of the year.  The purpose of this special meeting was to recognize the 45th infantry, both for past victories and the upcoming battles that will ensue.  This upcoming deployment will be the largest where the 45th Infantry has been called up since the Korean War.
 

     Back in 2005, I had the chance to visit Korea on a political leadership exchange program.  This was an eye-opening experience on many levels, but the most memorable event was the visit to the Korean War Memorial and seeing the names of Oklahomans that gave their lives.  The gratitude by the older generation that remembers those days was immeasurable.  As the generations grew younger, there was less respect for our country.  I see a similar show of respect in our country as the youth of our nation do not view the sacrifices made at war in the level that they should.  A large part of this is the history lessons that are taught to these younger generations.  I remember back in both high school and college, our history lessons ended around the study of World War II.  This was by no fault of the teachers, it was simply the fact we ran out of time because of school mandates in the classroom.
 

     The studies I've done over recent history have been a great benefit to my understanding of why things operate the way they do.  Efforts need to be made to complete history lessons, even if not in the classroom.  When you are visiting with your kids or grandkids, take the time to tell them some of these stories of things from your memories.  I still enjoy hearing some of stories my dad likes to share about his time in World War II while in the Navy.  If these stories are not passed on, the next generation will not learn from the mistakes made and why things occurred, as well as the successes experienced.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

