September 28, 2009
    I want to start the column off by wishing my mother a happy birthday!  We celebrated this last week and she was very appreciative of the well-wishes from family and friends.  I’m not allowed to say which birthday it was, but she did have a very good one.
     I had several very informative and enjoyable experiences on the trip to our nation’s capitol last week.   I felt the greatest opportunity was to visit with Kelvin Cochran, the new U.S. Fire Administrator.  He addressed our group and I had the chance to ask him about the possibility of regionalizing training for our volunteer firefighters, so there will not be a uniform, nation-wide training policy which would require classes not necessary or beneficial for our departments.  I also asked them to find ways to get additional equipment to our rural departments and if another “Cash for Clunkers” program should be started, to look at the possibility of using some of these vehicles for rural fire departments.  Chief Cochran was well-acquainted with Oklahoma due to his previous job as fire chief of Shreveport , LA , and he seemed sympathetic to our concerns.  He took time to visit with the volunteer fire chiefs on the trip and listened to their additional concerns, along with the paid personnel from the larger departments.  His vision for the current administration was well-planned and I look forward to watching the progress of his agency.
     I also attended the Oklahoma Huntington’s Disease Foundation fundraiser on Thursday evening.  Two good friends, Hershel Lamirand and Blake Wade, were recognized for their exceptional leadership over the years and it was an honor for me to be in attendance to read the Governor’s Proclamation for the event.  This is the fatal disease which took Woody Guthrie’s life and there is currently no cure, but progress is being made each day.  Every donation towards this effort gets us closer to a cure, along with assistance for every other cure for diseases currently being researched by the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and other groups such as this.
     There have been many calls to my office over the last week dealing with the Oklahoma Tax Commission on two separate areas.  The first is in regards to the issue of the amended rule amending the tax credit on many electric Low Speed Vehicles (LSV).  The other subject deals with the closing of their Lawton office.  I have contacted the office of Governor Brad Henry and asked him to not approve the rule and honor the credits on these vehicles and to also take quick action so our residents can purchase an energy-efficient vehicle should they choose before the deadline.  There is currently a waiting list and the vehicle has to be received by the end of the year before the credit will apply.  I have also asked Governor Henry to find accessible dollars to keep this regional tax office open as it is a commodity many of our residents depend upon for assistance.  I am hoping the governor’s office will address both these subjects in a timely manner.  I did ask that, should be called into a special session, these items be added to the agenda.  I doubt a special session will be called at this point, but this, in my opinion, certainly merits consideration by the legislature to address these problems if we do meet.
     There were two spaghetti dinners last week and I hope you had the chance to make them.  One was hosted by DARE of Elgin and the other by the Junior Social Workers of Chickasha.  I understand that numbers were down for attendance this year, but donations are still being accepted and greatly appreciated.  The groups that sponsor these events work hard for their respective communities.
     Finally, I would like to thank those of you who have sent in my district surveys.  They are very helpful in gathering information on how the district feels about specific issues and they also provide me with many good ideas on how to improve services for our citizens.  If you still have yours, please return it when it is convenient and if you did not receive one, please contact Pam in my office.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Rep. Joe Dorman, Jill Farrand, Ann Ackerman and Hershel Lamirand at the Ok. Huntington ’s Disease Foundation fundraiser
