September 14, 2009
  It was a busy week with meetings I attended and opportunities I had to visit with constituents about upcoming issues.  I had two different work breakfasts, one of which had the current State Medical Examiner discuss the conditions of their office and the future.  They are currently backlogged on cases in their office and are trying to get caught up.  This is a serious matter as that many families cannot file insurance claims on the deceased until a certification arrives from this office.  Above this, their office lost their accreditation and will need to improve various problems before having it reinstated.  I’m hoping this subject will be addressed in the potential upcoming legislative special session.  This is an area which must be fixed immediately and no family should have to wait on “government red tape” when trying to deal with a loss of a loved one.
     Another meeting which I attended was to discuss issues on an upcoming interim study which I am hosting at the State Capitol.  I am working with various individuals to look at prison reintegration programs for offenders who will soon be released when their time required will expire.  I would like to see a minimum six month program to educate offenders on life skills to help them stay out of jail in the future and have the opportunity to succeed and be a benefit to society.  This would entail educational components, life skills and possible non-denominational assistance from those church programs who participate.  I hope we find a way to reduce recidivism and lower our current prison population by actually correcting behaviors of those who are in the Department of Corrections.
     I recently had the opportunity to do a fly-over of some marijuana fields with the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics with several other legislators and law enforcement officials in the Norman area.  We had the chance to learn more of this agency’s operations and the benefits of the appropriations we have allocated.  I will also be attending a conference in Washington , D.C. next week with the office of the State Fire Marshall.  I have attended this in year’s past and have developed good relations with the FEMA officials in the previous administration.  I hope to do the same with the new agency officials and get their assistance on developing a funding solution to address our local declared emergencies.  I hope this trip will provide a benefit on this legislation which I am working on with Rep. Gus Blackwell, a Republican colleague from Goodwell.
     I also had the pleasure of taking Junior League members of Oklahoma City on a tour of the State Capitol last week.  Should any group from the district wish to take a similar tour, please arrange a time with Pam in my office.  I know the Rush Springs Senior Citizens are planning on taking a trip in the near future and the interim period at the Capitol is the perfect opportunity for me to lead groups on tours and spend time visiting about issues.  It is also a great time for schools to bring students and have the opportunity to use the desks and microphones in the House chamber and discuss the legislative process.
     Finally, I will be turning 39 this upcoming Friday.  I’m looking forward to this as it will give me the chance to relax for the evening with some high school and college friends and a few colleagues.  If you would like to get me something, please instead make a donation to your local 4-H program to help out the students and give them the opportunity to experience something they otherwise might not have had the chance to do.  4-H was a program which presented me many great opportunities and I hope students who now participate have that same experience.  If you are looking for a specific program in 4-H to assist, you can contribute money or gift items to the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation Clover Classic Golf Tournament which will be held October 12 in Winter Creek in Blanchard.  You can contact my office for more details on this also.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Mike Christian, Rep. Joe Dorman, Rep. Mike Shelton and Rep. Randy Terrill preparing for an OBN flyover for a marijuana field drug sting
