September 1, 2009
    I’m sorry I missed last week’s column.  It was a busy week and I did not have the chance to sit down and reflect on all which occurred.  I’ll try to get everyone caught up to date.
     My family lost my grandmother, Jackie Henderson, to cancer this past Friday.  She lived in Jacksboro , Texas and her funeral was on Monday.  It was a service she would have liked as people reflected on the good times with her and the memories which brought back laughs.  It was the first time many of our cousins had been together in years and we agreed that we would try to spend more time together, especially since many of them have children the same age as when we would get together at holidays.  She and my grandfather were very supportive of the grandkids and encouraged us to achieve our dreams.  All eight of their grandchildren will have completed college degrees (one is in his final year).  This is truly the meaning of family values when they worked to improve the lives of the next two generations of their family.
     Canadian Valley Career Tech in Chickasha held a ceremony to recognize their achievement of Gold Star Honor Status.  This is the highest recognition a career tech in Oklahoma can receive with the percentage of student placed into jobs and participating in various activities.  Career techs in Oklahoma help students gain that extra knowledge towards working in a career and often allow them to receive professional certification at a very affordable rate.  This is a huge honor for them and I was proud to attend their ceremony.
     I also participated in a tax policy discussion with Rep. Randy McDaniel , R-Oklahoma City for the Ok. Society of Enrolled Tax Agents.  Randy and I work well together and he is very articulate on the issues.  We have a good friendship inside and outside the Capitol and this discussion focused on the changes we saw come through this past year and possible budget issues over the next year.
     I also attended the 50th Anniversary of the Chickasha Elks Lodge 2125.  This was a great ceremony which looked back over the membership of the lodge since its inception and the work that has been done for veterans and youth programs in the Chickasha area.  This is a group of community advocates who donate time and efforts to making their home area a better place.  This group, and all the civic groups from around the state, work hard to improve their communities and better people by working towards positive goals.  
     I have had a couple of meetings with various fire protection entities to discuss tax credits and volunteer trainings.  There will be an interim study at the State Capitol on Tuesday, Sept. 8 for review on this topic.  If you would like more information, please contact my office for details on the meeting.
     I’m looking forward to high school and college football kicking off this week.  I hope to see you at some of the games.  It’s important to support the local teams and provide the extra team spirit for the students to motivate them.  My football schedules are printed and should be at many of the local convenience stores and at the gates of the home games in our area.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

