September 18, 2006

It is now the school year in full swing and many activities are gearing up.  I know the Elgin FFA Labor Auction is set for Saturday, September 30th and many other school groups are starting to get their activities coordinated.   Thursday, September 21 will be Cyril's Centennial, so try to make it out to their celebration.  Hard work has been put into both these events and I know you will not be disappointed if you can make it.
 
     I had the privilege this past week of attending several events in Washington, D.C.  The State Chamber of Commerce held briefings regarding Homeland Security and potential new laws at the federal level.  I was the only state legislator to attend these meetings and was honored to represent our area.  This trip came out of my campaign account, so no government dollars covered this trip.  I felt it was important to partake in these discussions and learn more about these upcoming issues.
 

    The interim study regarding PTSD went very well and I hope we will see movement towards adequate funding on this issue.  I have two upcoming studies regarding education issues that will be held over the next two weeks.  These studies allow for legislators to learn more about the issues that could possibly be legislation in the upcoming year.
 

    Last week, I had the honor of speaking to two different schools regarding civic involvement.  I spoke to Ninnekah on Friday morning regarding Constitution Day and the importance on being active in voting.  I also spoke to Mid-America Career Tech about civic involvement and the importance to participating in community activities.  These students are preparing for careers and they also need the interaction with charities and civic groups to round out their education.  Career Techs provide a great opportunity to advance towards a selected career and we are fortunate in Oklahoma to have the best system in the nation.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

