October 25, 2010
     The elections are now within a week of being concluded for the 2010 campaign cycle.  I know everyone I have visited with will be happy when things are decided on November 2.  I want to encourage everyone of you who is a registered voter to please go to their polling place that day and cast the votes for the candidates who you feel will do the best job.  You may also vote at your county courthouse on Friday, Saturday or Monday prior to the election, but call ahead to make sure they are accepting ballots for the time you plan to vote.  This will be one of the most important election years we will see as there will be a complete turnover in the highest ranking positions in state government.  We need good people to serve in these trying times in order to protect the advances we have made for Oklahoma over the last several years.
     I had the privilege of speaking to the OSU Student Senate last Wednesday about parliamentary procedure and their role as legislators in a body designated to represent the views of the students.  I encouraged them to take their positions serious, visit with their constituents and not be afraid of ramifications in doing what they feel is right, even if it should cost them their elective office.  I try to vote the views I feel the district would want me to cast on issues, but it is often hard to separate personal feelings and those of the majority should they differ.  Sometimes, officials have detailed knowledge on a subject, other times the issue is weighed on the good of the area versus the good of the state.  I also appreciate the fact I have so many friends in the area willing to share their views to help me make educated decisions.
     When voting on the candidates, judges and the state questions, please review all the information available, don't believe all the rhetoric in the commercials and be willing to look at the candidate over blind party loyalty.  We need leaders willing to work with all the other elected officials to come up with moderate, common sense solutions to help our state.  That is one trait which has helped me work with both liberals and conservatives to formulate policy.  Thank you again for entrusting me with this responsibility over the next two years of my next term of office as your State Representative for District 65.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
