October 5, 2009
             The process of application for energy-efficient vehicles is still under review in Oklahoma City at the time I wrote this column.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission retracted their recent rules and is looking to further define which vehicles will qualify for state exemptions.  I am inquiring about definitions and qualifications and the OTC has promised to have a list up soon on their website.  I have communicated the need for urgency so our interested citizens can submit for purchase as there are long lists for order of these cars.
            I have also been working with the Department of Human Services to look at other ways to cut costs without serious harm to programs.  Recently, it was announced that 30% of the funds dedicated to senior nutrition sites had been cut to meet the state budget shortfalls.  We have been working with the local governing boards to find every way possible to keep all our sites open.  I have also requested the Governor’s office make every effort to find money to replace cuts should we return to a special session this year.  We are now experiencing what has been seen by the rest of the nation with our shortfalls, including upwards of a one billion dollar shortfall for this next session.  We have leftover stimulus funds and the Rainy Day fund to use, but we must also be fiscally prudent as we might face this same shortfall in the following years.
     It was a solid week of events over the past seven days.  I went to both the Elgin and the Cement football games and also attended the Elgin FFA Labor Auction.  I had dinner with Leadership Oklahoma as they visited Fort Sill and had the opportunity to tour the post.  I also attended a health care forum hosted by Leadership Oklahoma to discuss policies in Oklahoma which could be improved for our overall health in the state.  I attended the Rush Springs Lions Club and the also Rotary International conference held in Oklahoma City , where I heard the incoming R.I. President address the group.
I’m also looking forward to submitting an entry in the Apache Chamber chili cook-off on Thursday, along with Elgin ’s homecoming this Friday and the Cyril football game that evening.  I’ll be visiting Sterling Public Schools to discuss government with the students on Wednesday, along with their bonfire pep rally that evening.  I want to wish them good luck as they will participate in the state tournament this week in both softball and baseball, along with Fletcher in both sports and Apache in softball.  All the opening games will be held on Thursday, so try to support the teams as they play in Oklahoma City and hopefully make it to the finals.  
On Friday at lunch, I will be visiting with state employees in Lawton and will hear some of their concerns.  On Saturday, I’ll be in Duncan to visit with fire departments from our region as they go through trainings, then I will attend the 2nd Annual Day of Awareness Lupus event at Coffee Creek Music Complex and finish up the day watching my great-niece Bekah and the rest of the Rush Springs Might Mite Cheerleaders root on the team and fire up the fans.
Next Monday is the State 4-H Foundation Golf Tournament.  Should you be interested in entering a team, it will be held at Winter Creek in Blanchard.  Call me for details or go to their website (  http://oklahoma4h.okstate.edu/found/docs/cloverclassic2009%20brochure.pdf ) and print off a form.
            Congratulations go out to Don and LeAndra Cook as they were wed in Sterling this weekend.  I have been friends with the McDonald Family for years and am happy for them.  It was a great ceremony set out in their pasture with friends and family, followed by an old-fashioned cookout for the wedding guests.           
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
