November 29, 2010
     I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving!  I had a great time at my sister's home with her family and Mom.  I also had a good time this past weekend watching one of the more exciting Bedlam games I can remember, even though my team did not end up winning.  Good luck to both teams as they enter the bowl season.  We are also seeing several high school playoff games and the beginning of basketball season.  Good luck to all our local students and safe play to all the athletes.

     I'm looking forward to a great upcoming week!  On Friday, Reps. Gus Blackwell, Mike Sanders and Eric Proctor and myself are hosting an Emergency Management Legislative Policy Conference to discuss needed changes in the law with firefighters and emergency management directors from around the state.  I'm also having dinner on Thursday with several local FFA instructors to discuss policies for the upcoming school year, especially attendance at leadership functions.  On Saturday, the Grady County Volunteer Firefighters will have their annual Christmas dinner and this is always a great time when we honor these public servants.

     In December, I will have the chance to visit Malaysia for two weeks learning about their governmental process and meeting with elected officials.  The trip is in response to my hosting three Malaysian government staffers in April.  This is a program through the American Council of Young Political Leaders, a group which promotes understanding and cultivates lasting political, economic and cultural relationships among young political leaders and policy makers worldwide through the regular exchange of delegations, educational forums, leadership training and ongoing discussion.  The hosting of the Malaysian fellows in the United States and the trip I will take to Malaysia are also not at taxpayer expense.

     ACYPL is a bi-partisan, not-for-profit organization which operates on private donations and grants and has become recognized worldwide as the pre-eminent catalyst for introducing young political leaders and policy makers to international affairs and to each other since their founding in 1966.  This group has taught me a great deal about diplomacy and trade, and I hope I've been a good representation of the United States to the various groups I have met.  I'm honored to be included in their alumni, which also claims Governor Brad Henry, Congressman Tom Cole, Lt. Governor Todd Lamb and several current and former legislators here in Oklahoma.  I am looking forward to the trip and hope to encourage better relations between Malaysia and Oklahoma in trade and exchange efforts.

     Speaking of grants, if you are on the Internet this week, please vote to help Elgin Public Schools receive a grant of $50,000.  They are trying to get money from the Pepsi Refresh Project to install "Smart Boards to Build a Smart Future!" in their schools.  The link is http://www.refresheverything.com/elginsmartboards to find the site to vote.  Programs like this help out our schools a great deal in these tough economic times.  I authored legislation several years ago to allow school to maintain more of the dollars they collect through fundraising and grants and I hope this helps these schools and their foundations.  In years past, there was a cap allowed to school, where additional funds had to be returned to the state.

    Over the next few weeks, I will detail some of the bills I will file for the next legislative session in my column.  I would appreciate your input for possible ideas I might have not included in these bills.  I have seen several of you include ideas on the bill regarding liens and that has made for a much better piece of legislation.  For me to be my job better, I hope you will help with your own ideas and suggestions on these topics.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

