November 23, 2009
   Thanksgiving approaches us this week and it has given me the opportunity to reflect upon the things that mean a great deal to me.  First off, I am thankful that you have allowed me to serve as your State Representative over the past seven years and I hope I have made a positive difference for our area.  The friends I have made through this job have made it that much more rewarding as well.  I'm thankful also for my family and friends who have helped me and kept me going on the right path and have been there for me when I've needed help or just a few minutes to visit.  I am also thankful to those who have been a part of my life and are no longer with us, such as my dad, Curtis Jeffreys, Art Harris and so many others who have been influences in my life and whom I will never forget.

      I have had a great couple of weeks getting around and visiting with people around the district.  I had the chance to attend the First United Methodist Churches in Fletcher and Sterling, the Bible Baptist Church open house in Chickasha, the Armed Services YMCA fundraiser in Lawton, the Miss Pirate Pageant in Cyril and the Chickasha Veterans Day event, along with the lunch which followed at the Elks Lodge.  I also visited the TEEM (The Education and Employment Ministry, a faith-based organization which works with impoverished citizens to teach life skills) facility in Oklahoma City with Senator Harry Coates, a SmartStart facility with other Representatives, Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins and Attorney General Drew Edmondson, along with the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and Jim Taliaferro Community Mental Health Center.  Each of these visits improved my knowledge of those subjects and will help me make better decisions at the State Capitol on policies affecting each.

      I also attended the Fletcher Senior Class fundraiser, as well as donating some of my OU and OSU football tickets to local student groups to help raise money for their programs.  I would not be where I am today if community leaders had not supported our youth efforts.  People like Jim Rennaker, Raymond Rust and our school teachers in Rush Springs helped me when I was in 4-H and gave me opportunities to take leadership trips and grow as a citizen.  If you can, please help with a donation to your own local youth programs and it will certainly pay off in the long run, especially as many families cannot afford to send students on trips with our current economy.

      This time of year is a period when legislators are also preparing ideas for submission as potential new laws.  I have been going over some ideas and will address them over the next few weeks in my columns.  I am looking at giving local schools the ability to increase allowed absences for school-approved functions with 4-H and FFA, Tax Increment Financing monitoring for existing districts and increased opportunities for doctors and therapists to volunteer at veterans facilities just to name a few.  We are also reviewing the current budget situation and working to replace funding cut from our senior nutrition sites.

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

