November 2, 2009
   As many of you know, last week I traveled to Germany on a diplomatic exchange program. I had the opportunity to watch the swearing-in ceremony of the new Cabinet Ministers of the Parliament while at the Bundestag, the nation's Capitol Building .  I also had the chance to visit with many of the new elected officials to discuss policies in the new government and hope this helps with improving relations between our two nations and in particular, I hope to host some of these officials when they visit Oklahoma .  
  

     We served on three panels of discussions while on the trip.  Two were to visit with interested citizens on US policies, while the third was to a student group hosted by the Naumann Foundation.  I had the opportunity to participate in a Naumann event in the US while attending college about fifteen years ago, much like the group I spoke to in Dresden , and saw several of the German delegates while on the trip who have themselves also moved into elective office.  I am glad these young leaders are making a difference in their nation and am thankful to this foundation for encouraging young people to become political leaders in their home nations. 

  

     There was also time in the evenings to tour Berlin , Dresden , Potsdam and other tourist sites.  It is amazing to think that many of the sites I visited were constructed even before we became a nation.  I also had the opportunity to help George, an Oklahoma grade-school student, by taking a picture with Flat Stanley for part of his class project. 

  

     On the trip, we had a Senator from the State of Washington , a Representative from Iowa and a Member of Parliament from Canada , along with our host from the Friedrich Naumann Foundation.  This group worked well together and it was interesting to hear the comparisons on perceptions in the various regions of North America . 

  

    One of the significant differences in the two systems is the multi-party function of the German Government and the coalitions which develop.  The combination of the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union of Bavaria, the largest, most conservative party with the gains made by the Free Democratic Party have them in control.  The FDP is the liberal party, but not liberal in the minds of Americans as they are considered moderate by US standards.  The Social Democratic Party is the leftist party, while you also have The Left Party and the Greens who hold some seats.  There are other parties but none who have elected representation. 

  

     One part of the trip will stay with me above all others. On the final day, we had the chance to visit the Sachsenhousen concentration camp and the German Secret Police museum, which was used for a prison and interrogation facility prior to the fall of the Berlin Wall.  The acts committed by these regimes should never be forgotten and should serve as a lesson to all citizens to not let their leaders gain too much influence over their lives.  I'm thankful we have the opportunity to live as we do and I have a much greater respect for Germany and the nation they have become, the leaders they have in office and the friendship our nations now share. This week also marks the twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall and the end of Communism in this region. 
  

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
 


