November 4, 2008
   Early projections are showing a record turnout for voters here in Oklahoma, so I hope this is the case.  I want to thank each of you that is registered and went to the polls for exerting your civic duty by voting.  The only way we have representation that is reflective of each area is for the highest total of voters to show up and cast their vote in an informed manner.  Despite many negative races, I think we will see some good people elected to office and I look forward to working with them.

     I have been busy helping several of my friends that were running for office and I think we will have some very good replacements in the offices where term limits turned away incumbents.  Here in Oklahoma, we have 12 year term limits on the legislative branch, so Senators and Representatives can only serve 12 years in a lifetime in the state legislative branch.  One Representative ran for the Senate after four years of service a while back, so he will term out in the Senate with eight years of service in that body as one example.

     I want to thank all of you for allowing me to serve you for another two year term in House District 65.  By not receiving an opponent, I was automatically re-elected.  I will do my best to work as hard as possible for your interests, not only at the Capitol, but also on constituent work around the district.

     On Thursday, I will be conducting an interim study on the transferal of death certificate information to various state agencies.  This was spurred by my seeing several constituents on the voter rolls that had passed away.  I would like for this to be changed to have their names removed automatically.  There would not be a problem as that we have provisional ballots here in Oklahoma so a person can vote and then after the verification that it is a legitimate ballot, that vote would be added to the totals.  I hope this transferal of information will assist the agencies with better updates.  I also would like for addresses to be automatically updated should a county switch to E-911 addresses.

    We have had several great events lately.  I attended a 4-H fundraiser on Monday night where they raised quite a bit of funds for programs.  On Tuesday, I spoke to Alex Schools on Celebrate Freedom Week.  I also helped pass out candy at the Chamber of Commerce Halloween event last Thursday night in Chickasha.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

