May 19, 2009
   It has been an interesting two weeks at the Capitol as we have been reviewing the final rounds of legislation for this session.  The legislature determined a date for adjournment of May 22, which is one week earlier than the Constitutional deadline.  We discussed bills regarding the lowering of penalties for persons engaging in teeth floating for horses, limitations on human cloning and a tax check-off for YMCA Youth & Government programs to allow for donations to be given by those with refunds.  There was an agreement reached on the state budget for the year earlier last week, but it eliminated Rural Economic Action Plan funding.  The amount given for these development grants to rural communities is about $15 million each year, but it was taken to zero over the weekend.  Efforts by several of the legislators to replace those funds resulted in a penalty for late payment of car tags to be increased and redirected to cover the shortfall in REAP.  These funds are vital for communities outside of Oklahoma City and Tulsa and it allows for tax dollars spent in our to metropolitan areas to be allocated back to the home areas of rural citizens.  There is also talk about use of about $11 million in stimulus funds which were allocated to the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, so I’m hoping this will be used to help offset many of the losses we would see for very worthy economic development programs in rural areas.
     There was a healthy discussion in regards to the placement of a Ten Commandments monument somewhere on the State Capitol Complex.  This is a monument similar to other erections placed around the United States by the Fraternal Order of the Eagles, through a project in conjunction with Cecil B. DeMille and the premiere of The Ten Commandments.  Some groups opposed mass distribution in the public arena as early as 1958, but then agreed to the distribution because of the usage of several symbols along with the Ten Commandments and because of the universal acceptance among religious leaders of various faiths.  I actually had the chance to see one during a visit to the Mayor’s office in Youngstown , Ohio and it is a very moving monument.  The Governor signed this into law just this week, so we will likely see this monument in the near future.
     We have heard the arguments from many in regards to the separation of Church and State and the use of tax dollars for this monument.  Legislators made certain that all funds used for this display would be raised through private donations, and if the necessary funds are not raised, the author of the bill promised to pay for the remainder out of his own pocket.  We have several other displays which tie to religious symbolism at the State Capitol, including an angel on the painting above the grand staircase, a Franciscan monk on one of the historical paintings and even the crosses seen on our state flag.  If nothing else, I certainly hope it serves as a reminder to the persons who work at the state capitol to live as decent people, follow the Ten Commandments in their daily lives and to vote for policies as would be expected to benefit the citizens of our state, whatever faith they might be.  I would also hope that tolerance would be extended to the various denominations and faiths and respect be paid to each that had a part in our state history in the ways they have benefitted our state.  Those of us who have faith in a higher power cannot separate our beliefs from the actions we take and the votes we often cast as this guides us through our lives.  We have to remember that we represent many citizens with different perspectives and try to do the best to not trample on their views.
     Along those lines, I will be serving as the delegate to the annual United Methodist Conference in Oklahoma City next week on behalf of my home church, so I will have an additional week in Oklahoma City .  I look forward to making it back home to enjoy time with friends and family this summer and plan out my legislation for the next year.  I also will be submitting interim studies for the summer, so please feel free to send me ideas on subjects which you feel would be good for the legislature to consider.  The deadline for those is at the end of this month.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

