May 17, 2010

We are still waiting to see what details are included in the budget negotiations for the upcoming fiscal year, including the percentage cuts on agencies and which tax credits could possibly be reduced to provide funds to decrease cuts.  At the time I wrote this on Monday, we had nine legislative days remaining to complete our tasks for the session.  In other legislative business, I have seen success with several of my bills.  House Bill 1658, legislation I have been working on since last year passed the State House unanimously and moves on to the Senate.  This bill will exempt medical and allied health providers from lawsuit, unless in cases of extreme negligence, when they volunteer their services at a secondary school function.  This will hopefully allow for schools to encourage doctors to be at games or practices and provide community service to help keep students safe after an injury.  I worked with both doctors and lawyers to come up with this language to encourage more volunteerism.  This was in response to the death of a football player at a junior high football game where no doctor, nor ambulance, was present to provide immediate medical care.  I’m still working to get a hearing on HB 3123, the legislation to restructure volunteer firefighter tax credits to reflect their training.


It was an honor to have two students work for me at the Capitol last week.  Marc Felder and Steven Doyle spent the week at the House Representatives, Marc as a page and Steven as an office aide.  Both these young men are very active in student programs in their schools and it was great to have them experience working at the Capitol.  I appreciate both of them for their efforts and enjoyed their debate during the mock legislature on Tuesday evening.


I had the pleasure of attending some very special events over the past week.  I had the honor of attending the grand opening of Calvary Temple Church in Cyril, followed by a fundraiser for Mike Hicks, a local volunteer firefighter who is recovering from injuries.  Two other events especially stand out because they recognized two exceptional educators from our area who have chosen to retire.  Jackie Grass, the superintendent of Pioneer Elementary by Chickasha and Jerry Renshaw, the senior FFA instructor for Elgin Public Schools both announced their retirement after a combined sixty-three years of educating our students.  Both these men have been great friends to me and have provided many ideas on how to make schools better in our state.  Jackie was instrumental in my work to get more automated external defibrillators in schools and Jerry initiated the idea to provide a tax credit to 4-H and FFA students to defer the costs of showing animals and working with their school projects.  Both these men have served as examples to their students and it was very special to see the many students crowd around them for hugs and demonstrate the influence these leaders made in their lives.  We truly need more educators like these men who mean much more to the students than simply being teachers, but also serving as role models.


I also had the pleasure of hosting two school groups at the Capitol.  Rush Springs Elementary brought their fifth graders to the Capitol for a tour and the state champion Envirothon team from Ninnekah was recognized last week and had the chance to listen to T. Boone Pickens address the legislature in joint session about the Pickens Plan to work towards energy independence by our nation.  It is a great honor to host these students, and it reminds me of my first time I visited the Capitol with my sixth grade class many years ago and the impact it left on my life.  Every opportunity we have to provide positive life experiences for the students helps encourage them to better themselves and work towards greater personal goals.  On the topic of the Envirothon winners, they will attend the National contest in Los Angeles this summer and are currently raising funds to cover the cost of the trip.  If you would like to make a donation to assist them with their travel, contact Ninnekah Public Schools at 405-224-4092, or send a check to PO Box 275 , Ninnekah , OK , 73067 .


It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Marc Felder (front left) and Steven Doyle (front right) of Elgin worked for Rep. Joe Dorman (back left) at the State Capitol last week.  Mike, Debbie and Carrie Doyle also were present at the Tuesday mock legislature
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State Champion Envirothon Team from Ninnekah High School was honored at the State Capitol by Rep. Joe Dorman (left), and listened to a presentation by T. Boone Pickens (center)

