May 11, 2010

We are still in the process of finishing up conference committee reports and legislation for the session.  I have one of my reports in the Senate, one ready for scheduling by the House of Representatives for a full hearing and one still awaiting final changes before it can be sent through the process.  My fourth bill, the legislation to restructure firefighter tax credits based upon training, was not assigned to a committee by the Speaker of the House.  This will kill that legislation for the year, but I will attempt to file this again.  There has been a great deal of support for this concept, so I will work with members from both parties to get this through in the next session.  I hope the remaining bills will see significant progress over the remainder of the time and I will get them to the desk of Governor Henry.

There is still no word on a budget agreement for this upcoming fiscal year.  We have fifteen legislative days as of Monday to finish our business prior to our Constitutional deadline for adjournment.  I am growing concerned that we know so little about the budgetary affairs of the state and what efforts will be made to balance the budget with reductions in various corporate tax credits, or bailouts, as has been the comparison to what the federal government did with banks and the auto industry.  Anything that does not include a reduction in these credits will likely not pass the full process, so I fear we might problems finding common ground in order to reduce the layoffs to teachers and state employees in critical-needs positions.

I had two students from the area work for me this past week at the State Capitol.  It was a pleasure to have Breanna Bobbitt of Ninnekah serve as a House Page for the week and Brittany Wolfe of Elgin serve as an Office Aide.  Both these young ladies did an excellent job with the work and duties assigned to them and I enjoyed the opportunities I had to visit with them about government and their future plans.

It was a busy time around the area this past two weeks.  I had the opportunity to speak to the Lawton Chamber of Commerce at their monthly luncheon, where I helped recognized Keri Dennis, a field staff member for Congressman Tom Cole, as she is finishing her job duties and leaving for another position in the private sector.  Keri has been an excellent public servant and a great friend to work with on many issues where federal and state policies have overlapped.  We will miss her in our area, but best of luck in her new endeavors.  I also had the chance to attend the OSU Wesley Foundation Board of Directors as a new member of the board and look forward to promoting student attendance by OSU students with their programs.  On another OSU related topic, congratulations go to Joel and Erin Ambrose on their wedding in Stillwater .  Joel and his family, from the Comanche County area I represent, have been good friends for years and I wish the new couple the best of wishes!

More recently, I had the chance to attend Crawds-n-Rods in Elgin , which is a fundraiser for their volunteer fire department.  I also attended the gospel singing in the park at Rush Springs and the Stephens County Democratic Party, where I had the chance to speak and fire them up about concerns at the State Capitol and the other areas of government.  Another group I had the pleasure of addressing was the faculty and staff of Caddo Kiowa Career Tech in Fort Cobb , followed by a student assembly where I communicated the need for greater educational opportunities afforded by this system and the great chances these students will see to better their lives through these classes.  I am very proud of the work the four career technology centers in my general area provide and the success stories we see through the investment in these students.

It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
 

Breanna Bobbitt, a junior from Ninnekah High School, served as a page for Rep. Joe Dorman
[image: image1.jpg]



Brittany Wolfe of Elgin served as a House office aide, pictured here with former Rep. Jim Glover and Rep. Joe Dorman
