March 22, 2010
            I hope everyone survived the last round of bad weather we experienced and I hope it will be the final winter storm of the year.  I had a relapse of my cold due to shoveling sidewalks and am ready for this snow and ice to go away, as is everyone else, I’m sure.  It appeared that everyone was well-prepared this time for the weather and we did not see any significant problems around the area.  I will say that information is still being collected in regards to the storms from January and we are hoping to see some final numbers soon on the anticipated federal assistance.  I expect we will see a good portion of the costs covered for the cities, counties and non-profits which were the worst hit by the storms.

            Along the lines of the federal government, we also saw the passage of the federal health care legislation on Sunday.  Many in the states are still awaiting the final numbers for impact on the budgets and what changes will be required.  There are several pieces of legislation going through the state process to allow Oklahomans to exempt themselves out of the provisions.  I expect these will pass overwhelmingly and will be on the November ballot for the registered voters to have the chance to voice their own feeling on this federal bill and the trailer language.

            The committee process is starting back up this week at the State Legislature and the bills from the opposite bodies will now be considered at a faster pace.  The House will be taking up Senate Bills in the committee and on the floor, and the Senate will be doing the same with House Bills.  I have seen one of my House Bills, the legislation dealing with secondary school programs receiving additional federal grants, progress through the Senate Education Committee and I expect the others to do the same over this week and the next.  The deadline for most committees to consider legislation will be Thursday, April 1.

            The legislature did not see much action last week as it was Spring Break for most of the schools around the state and many elected officials brought their children to the Capitol.  This also was a good time for me to catch up on the work which has stacked up on my desk from the deadline week, as well as work on amendments for other bills.  I attempted to amend legislation to deal with the issue regarding the tax credit offered by the state for the purchase of alternative energy vehicles, but that did not receive a majority of the members.  I’m working with a State Senator to possibly amend a bill in their body, but I will keep working on this subject also in the House.  Once the Oklahoma Tax Commission rejects the filing of the credits for many of these vehicles, I’m certain we will see lawsuits filed to receive the compensation owed by the state.  I had hoped to fix this prior to that likely outcome, but I will also not be deterred.

            I also had the pleasure of hosting many friends at the Capitol over the past week.  Last week saw several families stop by for tours, including Jennifer Smith of Apache, with her children, Cole and Grayce.  I also had the chance to visit with Dr. Stacey Rockett and her two children, Syd and Zach.  On Monday, Senator Randy Bass and I served as hosts to the Rotary WINGS program.  This group brought nine Japanese high school students to Oklahoma and they were thrilled to tour the Capitol and leave with autographed baseballs from Randy.  If you are not aware, Randy played professional baseball in Japan and holds several hitting records there to this day.  

            It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon

