June 29, 2010
     Last week was a great chance to catch up on some of the work I have been handling the past month.  I turned in 10 interim studies and am grateful the Speaker approved three of those for further hearing regarding health issues.  I will pursue information on the rest as several were constituent requests and I hope to have detailed conclusions by the end of the summer on which direction to go with legislation on each of those topics.
     One big change we will see is in regards to nutrition sites around our area.  Beginning July 1st, Delta Nutrition will expand from 2 counties to 8 counties in South Central and Southwestern Oklahoma. The number of Delta's Nutrition Sites will increase from 9 to 32. The consolidation of the Nutrition Programs in the ASCOG Area Aging Agency's service area has brought about this change.  For specific information about meals and services in your area, contact the local site manager or call Delta Nutrition at (580) 255-3967.

     With the beginning of summer, we are seeing more events happen.  Several congratulations also need to be extended to people around the area  Ron and Florine Orf celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary this past Saturday in Apache at their home with a renewal of their vows.  Prior to that, I had the opportunity to present a proclamation on behalf of Governor Henry to the "Indians for Indians" radio show, which celebrated the 70th anniversary of broadcasting.  Aho (Thank you) for allowing me to attend and for the decorative tomahawk.

     I also had a chance to attend the Cove Acres Appreciation Dinner where firefighter Dave Harring was recognized for his 20 years of service to their community.  Thank you for your years of service!  Each of the local departments is recruiting new volunteers.  If you are interested, stop by your closest volunteer fire station.

     I was one of five legislators to attend the Lawton Kiwanis meeting to discuss the previous session and I also had the chance to see several friends at the Grady County Democratic Party banquet last week.  There was also a fire department fundraiser in Ninnekah which had a great turnout, as well as a cookout to assist a family in Fletcher who lost their home to a fire.  We are going to see a rough fire season, so be careful this 4th of July!

     I will spend July 2-9 with a group of Oklahoma Students at the national YMCA Youth & Government Conference, or the Conference on National Affairs, in North Carolina.  I serve on their state board, so I was honored to be asked to attend their convention in North Carolina.  We will be taking a bus, so that will bring back many of my own memories of trips like that in 4-H when I was in high school.  Should you need assistance, please contact my office and my assistant will let me know.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Maya Torralba, Rep. Joe Dorman, Carla Whiteman and Eddie Mahseet at the 70th Anniversary Celebration for the "Indians for Indians" radio show. 

