June 23, 2009
    I have been staying busy in the office with constituent work the past couple of days.  One of the more interesting calls dealt with the issue of "In God we Trust" being left off the newly-minted U.S. dollar coins.  I did some research on this and discovered the Mint actually ran about 50,000 of the over 3 million coins by accident without the logo.  Many people have assumed it was more because the new design has the logo on the edge rather than on the face or the back of the coin.  After verifying with officials, they assured me it was an accident and they are trying to gather up the misprinted coins out of circulation.

     I have had questions in regards to immigration policy, guidelines with the Open Meeting Act, legislative action regarding local school athletic policies, driver's license requirements for youth and highway repairs on some of our local roads.  The variety of questions and policy change requests keep the job different every day.  I appreciate the variety of work which Pam and I have to deal with outside the four months we are in session.  Should there be an issue that is relevant to the state or if you need assistance in dealing with an agency, remember that I consider myself "on call" to my constituents all year long.

    We find out this Friday which interim studies will be approved for further study over the summer and fall.  I am hoping each of mine will be approved by the Speaker and the committee chairs.  I will report back more on this next week and you can check on the Oklahoma House website ( www.okhouse.gov ) over the weekend if you want to know before next week.

    This will be a busy weekend as we are selecting a new Watermelon Festival Queen on Friday night, so good luck to all the ladies in the competition.  Elgin will also be hosting their local Relay for Life and I am honored to be delivering their prayer during the luminary service.  On Saturday, I will be speaking to the Rural Consumer & Family Leadership Academy on advocating for issues at the Capitol.  That evening, I will be attending the annual YWCA event to raise funds for the Domestic Abuse Prevention Programs they sponsor for Oklahoma.  Even though we are finished with the legislative session, there is plenty of work to do and many worthwhile efforts which need support.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

