June 7, 2010
    The filing period for elective office occurred Monday through Wednesday of this week.  I filed for re-election to House District 65 as State Representative for my fifth term of service.  I was the 240th person to file for office at about noon on Monday.  It has been an honor to serve each of you over the past eight years and I am getting closer to my term limit of twelve years with only being allowed to serve two more terms in the State Legislature.

     It will not surprise me if we see several incumbents challenged around the state with the mood of the electorate.  Much of the public is fed up with “politics as usual” at all levels from the city hall to Washington , D.C.   I’m certainly frustrated with many of the bad things I saw happen over this past year at the Capitol.  Many citizens are rallying to answer the call of public service, so this election year will be critical to send good people to serve in positions, no matter what party they fall under or what position they choose.  I hope the races will be spirited, but kept clean and focus on the issues and what can be done to improve Democracy.  Under term limits and with members retiring early, we will see many new faces at the State Capitol this next year and I look forward to meeting and working with these new officials.

    This past week was the filing period also for interim studies.  I was surprised that only 119 studies were requested.  Rep. Jeff Hickman, R – Dacoma, and I were the only ones to request the maximum amount allowed, that number being ten studies.  The committees meet over the summer to review the various issues.  The focus of my studies will be the following:

1 – Budgetary Review of State Agencies and analysis of programs with matching federal dollars and grant assistance;
2 – Creation of Voluntary Vehicle Inspection and a potential insurance cost reduction for insuring vehicles;
3 – Creation of an Advantage Plus Program, which would explore the possibility of elderly citizens with above the current cap to qualify at a different rate;
4 – Emergency Assistance to individuals with medical conditions and doctor's note that it's medically necessary for purchase of certain items (generators, ramp installation, etc) for emergency preparedness; 
5 – Generators required for assisted living facilities and how many facilities currently are not prepared for disasters; 
6 – Laws regarding breweries and wineries in Oklahoma compared to other states; 
7 – Establishing Dyslexia testing in public schools; 
8 – Public wireless internet access and programs for municipalities to contract with companies for city-wide service and a review of programs in communities around the nation which currently offer this; 
9 – Credit/Debit card use on turnpike and the creation of a multi-state pike pass; 
10 – Voluntary online medical records access - develop pilot program with possible insurance incentives & avoid duplication of medical tests & procedures.

     I’m hoping these studies will lead to various pieces of legislation for the next session and allow for possible policy changes to help our citizens in the various areas.  I will also serve on the different committees where I’m assigned and look forward to seeing what other members have chosen for review.  If you would like to see the list of studies, you can review them at www.okhouse.gov on our official website.

     It has also been busy around home and around the state over the past week.  We helped dedicate the Law Enforcement/Emergency Services building at Great Plains Career Tech in Lawton .  That evening, I was honored by the Oklahoma State Firefighters Association for my work on legislation for them over the past few years.  It was great to catch up with many of my friends from around the area who attended.  I also had a chance to attend the Lupus Awareness Walk on Saturday at the OKC Zoo and address the crowd and thank them for their efforts to push for increased research.  Saturday evening, I spoke to the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program in Stillwater on networking and the legislative process.  This is a great group of students and we will see many leaders come from this program.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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