June 1, 2010

The 52nd Oklahoma Legislature completed their tasks by the Constitutionally-mandated adjournment time of 5:00 p.m. on the final Friday of May. As always, the pace was frenzied in the final hours and several attempts to sneak language through the process were attempted by various legislators. I'll highlight some of those in the coming weeks, but I feel most items detrimental to Oklahomans, especially those in the rural areas, were stopped. 
         We also saw a final budget agreement to address the decrease in state revenue go through in the final few days. I hope the bills which were passed as per the negotiations between the Democratic Governor and Republican Legislature will serve the needs of the state. 
         I had the pleasure of hosting two office aides this past week at the Capitol. Owen Sasser and Bentley Smith worked for me for five days and saw the process. Both of these recent Elgin graduates worked late hours for the House and their efforts were greatly appreciated. Good luck to both these young men with their future plans. 
         I also want to thank the three Malaysian fellowship participants who worked for me for a month at the Capitol. They have finished up their projects and will soon return to their homeland.  They left Oklahoma for Washington, D.C. to conclude their briefings and finalize the work which I had assigned to them.  Many of the projects were to assist with interim studies and constituent ideas for programs.  The work they have produced to this point was very beneficial and I appreciate their efforts.  We finished their stay by watching my cousin, Ryan Dorman, play music in Bricktown as their send-off party after watching the Thunder finish their season.  On that note, congratulations also go out to the OKC Thunder and personnel for achieving beyond what many felt they could do this year and for bringing a positive light on our entire state with their success and sportsmanship.

Though session is over, I'm still staying busy. I had the opportunity to attend three different Memorial Day services on Monday. I, along with Lt. Governor Jari Askins, Senators Randy Bass and Don Barrington, Rep. Ann Coody, Commissioner Ron Kirby and Mayor Larry Thoma, attended the Fort Sill National Cemetery program. From there, I went to Sterling and Rush Springs for their ceremonies. I was honored to place the wreath at the memorial in Rush Springs. 

          I also had the chance to attend the United Methodist Annual Conference in Tulsa this week. It was great to see Duncan First United Methodist Church and Elgin First United Methodist Church honored for their Laity programs by the Conference and to also see the many friends from around the state, including Loyd and Judy Benson from Frederick.

It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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