July 5, 2010
     I have the great pleasure of working with several youth programs around the state through my capacity as a State Representative.  I am serving as a chaperone this week for 25 Oklahoma students attending the Conference on National Affairs in North Carolina through the YMCA.  We left on Friday and so far the trip has been fantastic!  It is great to see these aspiring future legislators learn the legislative skills which will benefit them in whatever career path they choose. One of the special parts of the trip was spending the 4th of July with some of the students on the porch of the main meeting hall as they sang "God Bless America" with the fireworks in the distance. 

     I serve on the boards for OK YMCA Youth & Government and the OK 4-H Foundation.  I also regularly teach parliamentary procedure workshops to 4-H and Future Business Leaders of America.  I was fortunate to have so many people help me with my 4-H programs as a youth and I hope I can contribute a little back for this next generation.  I am also helping with the 4-H Foundation golf tournament this year, so if you have interest in playing in this on October 11, please let me know. 

     One special program I enjoy instructing annually is the Youth Leadership Oklahoma Program, which is a week-long tour of Oklahoma by around fifty high school juniors.  We regularly see students from our area selected to participate.  I was happy to see Doug Fletcher of Cyril in this year's program.  The group spent the week learning about the many aspects of Oklahoma and finished with a mock legislature at the House of Representatives and a luncheon at the Governor's Mansion as their graduation.  If you know of a student interested, please have them check out www.leadershipoklahoma.com for next year's class. 

     A local project which will serve many students in need is being championed by the Lawton Ambucs and will assist the Miracle League of Lawton-Fort Sill.  They have entered the Pepsi Refresh Project to win a grant of $50,000 to establish a baseball field for children with special needs and give them the opportunity to play baseball.  The grant will build a synthetic turf baseball field with special restrooms to accommodate those students, as well as providing the opportunity for form leagues for these students from all over Southwest Oklahoma to experience baseball like other children.  If you have the chance, please go to http://www.refresheverything.com/miracleleaguelawtonfortsill?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=still-have-a-chance to vote and help out these children. 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Rep. Joe Dorman (left) with delegates and chaperones from Oklahoma attending the Conference on National Affairs sponsored by the YMCA
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Youth Leadership Oklahoma Class X




Rep. Joe Dorman (left) with attendees to the 2010 Youth Leadership Oklahoma program at the State Capitol
